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he is under as a miniſter of the eſtabliſhed 


church, may be warranted by any authority 
ſuppoſed to be gi given in the ſcriptures to im- 
poſe them. A diſpoſition to examine into 
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trary to the terms of his 1 it is | 
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natural impreſſion upon; the: public without 5 
oppoſition. Accordingly, an anſier uns bons 
diſpatched from the Clarendon Preſs; for the 1 
merits of which, the reader may be referred 5 
| to a little piece, intituled, 1 Defence: 0 1 
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ments offered i in theſe eee ! . : | 8 
ing the impropriety of requiing che ui 
ſubſe , th r thonghe: proper to. 22 

for fuck of the clergy as 8 „ 
continue to mitiiſter in, or Commtines ke 
< with the church, though che) 5y may think ' —_ 

< ſomething or other may be made _ . 
and” more dune or n 
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At ul opening, which he thought ag. 
forded him an opportunity of a perſonal EE 
tack that was not to be flichted, the auftre-. 

enters with all alacrity, but, as it often hap- ' © 
pens to ſuch adventurers, with, a zeal (oo 


| impetuom to. "low him. time to chuſe — 288 
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and on every „ oton repeati his 
2 5 — 8 in 
yers of the qhurch, aud im - 
the" face of | the! conpregatio Yon 
46:lieves what he dogg not; at then 


for his conduct, And his remaining: in the 
deck, and: ning from one poſt to ano- 


; _—=_ that itꝭ is that he inay dq niore good, 
and perforti 
4 his maſter, is plainly in ſcripture langi 
e uf de bil, thah gdod may Lanes! Sit 
panel; eee ene 0; ag Err 
In the like Graincof ich, nn nd:ebig/tian bene- 
volence, another Neeled, champion, falls. upon 
a ihe Con ſderer, in no W. wile apoſtrophe to 
Ant is ptituled. 60 Pear ane; but which, 
that. this adventurer might not, appęar to. fight 
14-491 that. begtath; the uir, is clapped upon 
the head-of "the: author of (the; Gonfaderations, 
_ inſcribed with the above · mentioned motto, 
; Lei 2 4% evil, tha at {894.2 may. cen 2 1A 
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+ See A ſe ehiptura ration of the Arguments a- 
ll the one Godbeu of the Fathers, Sou,aud:Holy Ghoſt, 


- produced by the Rev. Mr. Lindſey in hit date \Apolrgy, | 
p. 227. As wiſe or as witty as theſe Gentlemen may. - 

thin chemſelves in applying, Jeripture language ta the 

. condemnation of thoſe they do not like, they mult bear 
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ſuppble they would avi//uHy pervert ie; merely for the 
Pom pleaſure of defaming an adverſary; eee, 
wond be to abuſe the. apoſtle Paul, as well as the au- 
thor. of the C anſderations. | \The words are ſo-far from 
being feripture Janguage, as good chriltians. underſl and 
that phraſe, that they are tlie langtage of Paul's - 
lumniators which he diſowns,: and are equivalent to 4 
willa kem infertnce that others with a better | 


8. 
r ns ſrom his premiſes, viz, Lot: ws conn, 


tinue-to W, that abound, or that greater. 

may Foſs i. e. that EL of God may Le = 
cofiſpicuous or iſuſtripus, the farther his" partdoning' 
grace is extended to the fn of mankind 7 [ſee Grotins 
upon N vi: 8, ad La Cle on Non. il. 9, which 


is a very diſſerent kind of; good, fre the edification _ 
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propoſe to be communicated to certain perſons, 
_confor to the erroneous ſyſtem they eſpoule, by 
way of Raving a freer acceſs to them. A caſt more like 
chat” of 8e Part, who to the Jewr becunit'd Few that he 
might gain the feu, de. Rows in; 26521, 4. But ib 
theſe gentlemen-have not the/ charity. tor muſe allows = 
2b. of this ſort, they fhbuld- have. the juſtice to ba 
=> certain that the author of the Conſiderations. adopts the , 
| remilles they have laid down for Rim, "before they 
_ draw" heir concluſian, teſt they ſhould jncur the com- 
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2 cometh, e to the man who 
ales it, as well as to him who gives it, e 
cially when. it i, talen an Saum and; | 
aden. 4 Ts oa: Nag 't 1300) 370 
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I againſt 5 are the: NT 
pouring out this torrent of ſatyr and indig- 
nation ? If the figure they are exhibiting to 


the public is not à mere pageant of their own 5 


dreſſing up, why do. they not give it a name, 
that we may know and beware of it? If they 
are right in their eonjectures concerning the 
author of the Cg s are they certain, 
that their charge againſt him of red ant 
| NIRO is not 2 mere ander? e 
WY is plain the an * nod: 3 the 
explicit opinion of that author concerning the 
Trinity, for he wiſbes to know it. The ſcrip- 
tural canfuter, ſeems to take it for granted, 
r author is an heretic of the 1 0 
with the Apolagiſt againſt whom he 1 85 
hath prepared his voluminous antidote; and 
yet if common fame is not miſtaken in the 
perſon to whom thefe Conſiderations "are" af. 
cribed, I could ſhew this, zealous orthodox 5 
champion, ſome paſſages in that eminent wri- 
ter's acknowledged works, for which he was 
reproved with no little bitterneſs, by a noted 
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The good of it is, that no man can — 
n to fear from the Wrath of 4 writer 
whoſe intemperate zeil ind arrogance gance prompts | 
him Profanely to boaſt, that “ ff his Own ar- 
_ © gument” ri behalf of the Trinity] is not 
© decilive, the ſpirit of truth muſt be 4 lar, 
aud the imple and guileleſs zeal of the 
| © ns 1 0 and N e 
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tioning clergy, as petitioners, meddle not with 
any particular articles of the church of Eng- 
land; but object to any ſubſctiption to articles 
of faith, except ſuch a8 are 1 9 a 
PO 40 Oe Oy Ty 
The dyfwerer 1 Jas * ons, 
1 as the petitioning clergy, to ome things 
in the articles and liturgy, and would be glad 
to have them amended. He muſt, then, of 
courle be ſorry in ſome degree, that they 
are not amended 1. and. perhaps not the leſs 
ſorry, on account of his obligation to ſub» 
' ſcribe them as .agreeable. to the word of God. 
What may theſe /ame: things be? The public 
has at leaft as. much right to know them, as 
the, anſwerer hath to know the opinion of the 
author of the | Conſiderations concerning the 
doctrine of the Trinity, How elſe ſhall we be 
Certain, that us rigid cenfor himſelf is not 
doing evil that goad may come. He hath faid, 
3 « that if people will keep, their opinions to 
8 + themielves,, no man will hurt them“ * If 
| this is, his refuge, his diſtreſs is to be pitied, 
but he ſhould be adviſed by his 2 to 
change his plan when he n unde 
defence of ſubſcriptions. 
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think fit to call Prejudices, ard as long 
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Fr e313 2304 «Irrieq D aid en 
us to be the-misfortans-of theſs 
tlemen that they want'to be taken cg 
at the fame time that they expoſe their falli-+ 
bility by the moſt manifeit indications But 
to da them juſtice, it is a mis fortune not pe- 
ceuliar to them and their fraternity, but tuo 
often incident to others whoſe 'creed comſiſts 
of very different articles. There are too many 
in different religious ſocieties, Who will not 
An, „that any monk have any doubts 
: 3 co certain points of 
7 themſelves have none; 
A. hould;conglude all 


{od bee Ae re hes 


inlightencd.” writers on the, ** fide. - 
„ Will needs have it, that all the 
world are prejudiced encept themſelves, and 


| thoſe who think as they. do, iet chem cooker 
at leaſt, that prejudices-are not to be eradi-" 


cated all at once, 


and that what they m may 
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men, with relpect to points of theology con- 
troverted both in former and later times, 
may afford a very reaſonable apology for per- 
ſons of inferior talents. who range themſelves 
on diſſerent ſides of the diſpute, ** alſo for 
others who he/itate, without any juſt imputa- 
tion upon e Nee IINONR or their ſin- 
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Us learned 40 via aide ere uch in- 
formed. us, in a publication of this preſent 
year, that Grotius, Stilling fleet, and other 
learned men, © have defended two propoſi- 
tions, as the fundamental doctrines of chriſ- 
« tjanity, both which are contrary to the Old 
« Te/tament, and abſolutely falſe, x He brings 
in Dr Clarke: for à ſhare of the cenſure; ob- 
ſerving however, „that the Doctor hath va- 
xied the phraſe, and ſoftened the doctrine, 
6; nene, CC( 
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The 4 70 is of no amal att Se 
there are ſome things in our eſtabliſned — 
concerning this ſubject, (the ſatigſaction made 
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* „ Baal 010 Chang) which es 2M 
ndicated, if the propoſitions A... « 
_—_— are not true. The reaſoning; of | - <a | 
; this' 4 writer N theſe p ran | 

argument of O Gilling. «4 4 
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Wat ſhall an hopeſt confciehtigns'confor- 
; i who i is dubious Which of theſe Jiſputants 
din the right, do in Tuch a Case It ſhould 
ſeem to be no light "titer t adiere to a2 
church, and more eſpecially in the character 
of an officiating miniſter, which adopts. pr 
tions as fundamental” dartrine of. chriſtiamty, 
that are 'abfolutely. Falſe; nor, on the other 
| aid, ie it a trifle to! go over to a chuteli, 0 
| which denies a propoſßition as abolutely Jai „ 
that, for ought che doubter knows, may be 2? 
ſindamamos doAtrine ꝙ chriſtianity." 3 
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| is an eaſy matter for theſe 2 
are by nd to determine. de omni ſcibili, to 

' fay to the doubter, „ examine the ſcriptures ' | 4 
I tor your ſelf, and form your creed accorg. 
ing to the light:-you./-may--xeocive. fem 

_ 4 fthence.“ Alas he häth been ſent thither 

before by both parties, and hath not niet With 1 
1 ſatisfaction he ſeeks ; not for ARE! 20 di- „„ 
75 ae in the * or a de „ 


* . 


toned. at the. truth, hh, Gates 
capacity to diſeern and judge, which enables 
men mae happily gifted, ts form theit opir 
nions upon the /lighteſt inſpection of the proc 
adduced on either ſide. A very honeſt anda 
very ſenſible, man may be under the like di- 
lemma, with reſpect to other doctrines eſ· 
pouſed by the church eſtabliſhed, Nor, as 
far as I know, would the matter be mended; 
ſhould the doubter go over to the difſenters of 
any denomination, who, haye all of, e * 
auth, 


theological noſtrums reſpectively, th 

rity of which will appear to a candid exami 

to depend, for the. moſt pa ys 88 U 

far hort of demonſtration, rout Ha: wh n 
"The n 18, that moſt of che 5 pu- 


table queſtions are about ſuch things. as are 
quite out of the reach of our knowledge, an | 
ought - not, for that reaſon, to have = | 
formed. into articles of faith, merely. becauſe 
they who laid down and eſtabliſhed the terms 


of communion in L churches, pre 


* Mr L in Socks of N n . 41. 
puted whether the angels have bodies, ſays, that, they 
who held the afficmative. fide of the queſtion; © have 
« alledged no evident reaſon, to prove it, and all that 
«« can be concluded from the controverſy is, chat each 
6 A era wed or _— a — ANCE" which _ 
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q their ou, they 8 
muſt h een e 


wok — eſs fart wes. 
eſtabliſhed | forms, were pious and humble 
men, ho had the beſt meanings, as well as 
the ſtrongeſt convictions,” that the ſyſtem f 
- theology they "compoſes for publie uſe; was 
in eyery mathe in iperf6ft conformity wich the = 
word of God. We no perceive however | 
that they-prefianaiad 00 ee their on abi⸗- 


lties and nent, and the leaſt weiought: 
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had no newly.” Umar he obſerves, i We 
*« ſhould ſuſpend qur judgment, and affirm' nothing 
concerning any ſubje& which is equally unknown. te 
„ us, But bh 4 ſuſpenſion ſuits not with the Be. 

« matic, who can hardly « confeſs that they know got 
« all things; and believe it is the part of an ingenious- 
« man to determine himſelſ ſpeedily upon all ſorts" of 
% queſtions. © Indeed, without: this, 1 
frame a ſyſtem as complete as it ought to be, to be 
«« accounted a learned man; and it would. be a ſhame» 
20 ful thing to confefs, that a thouſand queſtions might _ 
be aſked upon every article, which could nat be an- 
«'\wered;' if one ſhould ſay nothing but what one 
« knows.” Life Clemens Alexandrinus, p. 56, 57» , 
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two isla far to retrench their lin, as to 
releaſe ourſelves and our conſcientious bre- 


ene woe: the neceſſity AA aſſent 
| 1 ——— 
more than we, or nothing more than they 


any 


could gather from the general doctrines, the 
Spirit of God hath 2 fit to communi- 


| ane in the ſcriptures, the cummon di ectory 


of our fach, 2s well as heirs. oO SIT ot ud, 
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em their W | 
upon us by the laws of a civil eſtabliſhment, 
and is not likely to be reduced, in the pre- 
fent age, to à more liberal ſtandard of con- 
formity, and is yet adhered to by ſo large a 
majority of our fellow - chriſtians; and has in 
it ſo many excellent things which may be 
turned to the uſe of ediſication, without any 


eſpecial reſpect to the abfiruſe and ſcholaſtic 


doctrines, that are held up as the ſhibboleth 
of the church, (which after all allows us to 
bring them to the teſt of the ſeriptures) it 

may be worth the conſideration” of à ſerious 
miniſter of the goſpel, how far he may be 
juſtified, upon the whole, in leaving his lation, 
where he. hath ſo many fair occaſions. of be- 


ing profitable to the people under his care, 
and exchanging it for another, where the 


very circumſtance of his having a new foun- 
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part in any clergyman of the lablhment 


to gloſs over the faults — blemiſhes of it, 


and to defend all the fo in uſe, — 
for the purpoſe of en Ipatin >. himfelf for 
continuing” to officiate 11 0 inthch 7 butt. 


will not ſcraple to y, i no ret 


right to charge, another; —— f 
duplicity, wha fairly and apenly declanes 
ſentiments on theſe defects) — not only 
Wildes, but üſes his beſt ciideavours' to my 
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A ſenſible man who has objections to the 
Forms and ordinances received in the religious 
ſociety witli which he is in communion, may 
have reaſons of conſcience e inducing him ſe⸗ 
riouſly to deliberate Whether he 3s e. to 
ſeparate from it on account of thoſe objections? 
There have been, both in former and Intter 
times, many "wiſe and good men who have 
thought it a matter of no little confequence 
_ to. ſeparate from à ſociety: profeſſing itſelf a 
_ chriſtian church, and adopting the ſcriptures 
as the only. authentic rule of the fich nd 
of its members, even though it ſhould 
have adopted fome very exceptionable prinei- 
1 * practices into i. 2 U 

Ae 5 l 2 3 5 tion. 
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tens The ſenſe that one man has of the 
Church's deviations from her cknowl 
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_ 1 1 ſhould vention Era/mu and Father-Pau} as 
inſtances, I doubt not bug L ſhould be told. % in 
ſe days, have better lights concerning chri ian 9 
tions, than were afforded to thoſe" fimzes in which = 
gat eminent men fouriſhed. It may be ſo} and ĩt may 


bo otherwiſe, according as different men cultivate tho 


means of information aſſorded them reſpe&ively, But 
in did either caſe it is not nothing chat the learned Fertin 
hath offered by way of apology for Era us (Life, 
vol. i. p. 274— 276.) where perhaps he was not totally 
of his own ſituation, Father Pauls convic- 


tions, if we may believe Biſhop. Burner (Life of Biſhop 


Bedall. p. 15, 16.) were more pungetit«. | He wiſhed 
he could have left Venies and come, oyer to England 
5 with. Mr Bedell;“ in order, we muſt ſuppoſe, to 
exchange the popiſh for the proteſtang v religion; but 
having found this impracticable, he made a ſhift to 
% comply, as far as he ceuld; with the eſtabliſned way 
«4 of their worſhip; but he had, in many thibgs,: par- 
„ ticular; methods, by which, he in a great meaſure, 


e rather guieted than fatiifed his conſcience, - In Ang 


« of maſs, he paſſed over many parts of the canon, and 
« in particular, thoſe prayers in which that facrifice 
«© was offered up to the honour of ſaints.” He never 


, 3 to ſaints, nor joyned in thoſe parts of the : 


6, offices that went againſt his conſcience... And in = 

” vate conſeſſions and diſcourſes, he took the, people 
« off from thoſe abuſes, and gaye them right notions 
« of the purity of the cbridlan religion; fo he hoped, 
# he was * ſeeds that might be fruitful in ano- 
70M ther 


and ſatighing the conſcience; nor can I find out 'what 
might be Biſhop/ Burner's iden of ſuch difference un- 


nuing in the church of England, notwithſtanding the 5 


repreſentation he has given of it in the valuable: 


foot of the Hiſtory of his den Times. Upon that ſi 
: Poſition, might I not fairly © 


as well as the excellent, Jortin, as examples of wife and 


Biſhop Bedell, 
Come out of her my people, Kc. undertakes, amoiig other: 

things, o apologize. for: ſome who! continued' in com- 
munion with the church of: Rome, in which Biſhop 


. (Li of Hedell, p. 156. y 

is well / worth the peruſal, if it iy 
N But I ſhalt only/fele& one 

ill apply in the cast of Father 
may a fortiori be claimed'by'the 4 


m o the infirmity;/ and ſorhetime of humble and 
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8 rule; but a queſtion ſtill 
remains between them, what thoſe deviations 
are; and how far they make ä to 
3 ſinful and criminal? e 
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« Saas, nor edle h eee ee ** | 
i do follow. the multitude; reſerving a right knowledge 
to themſelves; and ſometimes (by the favour which 
God gives them to find where they live) obtain bet- 
% ter conditions than others can.“ Life of Bedell. 
p-. 162. The latter part of this paſſage ſeems evidently 
to point out the caſe and cireumſtances of Father Paul, 
and is not perhaps much different from that of ſome 
worthy perſons among ourſelves. Biſhop Burnet ſays, 
«« hen one preſt Father Paul hard in this matter, and 
« objected; that he ſtill held communion with an ido- 
« latrous church, and gave it credit by adhering out- 


« wardly to it, by which others that depended much 


« on, his example, would be likewiſe encopraged to 
«+ continue in it; all the anſwer he made to this was, 
That God bad not given him the ſpirit of Lusber.“ 
Father Paul however had ſomething elſe to ſuy for 
himſelf,/ The fabrick of God's church,“ ſays he, 
„though it be built by ſo great an architect, yet al- 
ways has had, and will have its imperfeckions, thro” 
the defe& and fault of the materials; provided the 
foundation be good, we muſt bear with other faults, 
« and look upon them ab human weakneſſes. A man 
that would needs have every thing done to perfection, 
_ «4, ought to remember the ſaying of the goſpel, How. 
1% then ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled.” Letters. xxx. In 
thoſe days, many ſchemes of agreement between the 
popiſh and reformed churches. were exhibited by diffe 
B 27G It „„ 
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I do not apprehend, that the moſt zealous 
defenders of the eſtabliſhed- church are 40 per- 


cure, as to pronounce with. united voice, 
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þ publiſhes: by 1 a Father Pas had PUR cor- 


reſpondenee with the younger Hotorman upon this fub- | 


ject, concerving which, having obſerved,” that the time 
was not fayourable' to a project of that kind, he adds, 


i do believe that many of the differences amongſt us, 


e are merely verbal, and they make me ſometimes 
=. laugh at them. Others of them there are that might - 


„ be indured without breaking any peace for hem. 


« And others there are that might be eafily compoſed: 
„ But the chain of all is, that both parties are 8 


«/in this, that they will not have them compoſed;/ but 


how 


fey agreed in the ſenſe of particular ferips | 


think the diſagreement irreconeileable. Two con 


* 


© tenders will never agree, fo long as chere is im either 
a them / any hopes of getting the better ; but where 
there is a certainty in both, that they ane in che 
«« right, chere is no talking of agreement. Both files 


at this time hold it for certain that they ſhall get che 
© better, the one by divine means, the other by Ru- 


inſtitutions, and is moſt abſurdly urgei by ſome, whe 
. would be thought to have ns ſeruples, againſt an) at- 
dtempts at reformation at all. I do not know'whence 

Biſhop Burnet had his account of the liberty Fathes 
Fand took with the offices of his church, or Whether 
Biſhop Bedel/ alludes to it where he ſayt in the citation 


Na 2 * the N FF found hows 


% man. Every man may apply theſe: authorities as 
| he thinks good. I do not think they wil) 4% de for the 
ceaſe of every ſcrupulous: conformiſt, 'particularly not 
; that which is, taken from the imperſection of al human 


LA 


9 to allow; any ſuch. conditions. . For when a curate 


de thought a convert te the proteſtant religion 3 and 


Le of Fa. Paul. zevii. Probable argumente however 


6 1 i) 
* far any religious ſociety of eh 
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« they lived, nta * conditions than others 1 ; 
but this js certain, chat Bede/{ himſelf was not = ; 


4% another pariſh, being imployed to-read prayefs in his 
% cathedral, added ſomewhat to the colle&s, the bi- 
«+ ſhop obſerving he did this once or tige, went from 

© his place to the reader's pews. and took tha book out 

of his hand, and in the hearing of the congregatian, 

, ſuſpended him for his preſumption, and read the reſi 

« of the office himſelf,” Life; p. 145- Might not one 

fay with truth, that Biſhop: Bede/l'was, iu this inflance, 

leſs inlightened than Father Pau! On the other hand, 
the account given by Father Fulgentio, that when, 

«. upon an intimation that Pope Gregers XV. looked 

| upon him to be an obſtruction to the peace between 

10 the republic of Venics and the ſee. of Rome, Father 

« Paul determined to retire out of the ſtate of Venice, 

© he declined fiting his reſidence in a proteſtant coun- 

try, that he might not expoſe himſelf ta calumnics; 
which Mr Lockman interprets to mean, leſt he ſhould 


thereupon ſays, Ho different is Biſbop Aarnot's ac - 
«count (quoted above) from that of Father Faigentio!' 


might be brought to reconcile Fulgentio-and Burnet. : 
Fulgentio has taken no notice of any ſriendſſip or ac - 
quaintance between Bedeil and Father Paul. Can we 
conclude from hence, chat there was none? The ca- 
lumnies the father was afraid of, might. be of —— og 
, Ag FRG « of yy rellgiaus kind. fy 
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wherei — ů clancdy is-ſuppoſedto — 
deviate, und with reſpect to the degree * : 
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f any one ſhould; affiem that 8 * 
among us who would fwear; ſubicribe ta, 
and read any thing that mould be be preſcribed 

0 chem, with the ſingle view to — 4 — 

may be annened 3 forw 
ſuch compliances are the 


inſtead of c | 
, there can ſuch men AY 8 

: all as well as in Bay es — „„ 
lt m cleſiaſtical departments | 
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{ uche * Father 72 4 aid Is 7255 to think * 
retiriug to England with Beall, via. 1 to che ac- 
ceflion of Gregory XV. 1621, is in hd fourteen 8 
years, in which length of tim," the ſentiments — cir. ; 
— Fulgentio however takes — th that che 
| maſs, 1 with to have i it hoes: 


fre of mani 
but to reſtrain, if poſſible, 
another; where the verdi& 


may polibly have 6 title; 
t ſpirit of Judging one 
neither is nor cn be ſup. 

And above all, to ſuggeſt, 
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candor; ag to paſa un dndiſerii 


4 ere in general the motives of their 
8 continuing in theit feſpec- 
tive aſtations lle muſt be very impetfe ci ac- 
_ qquainted; With the e, b ue 
ſtandings; or che citcuinſtaaces; of perhap 
the moſt ſerious and uſeful part of 
Among theſe are numbers who have = 
_ different notions concerning human eſtabli 
ments of religion, and particularly/concern- 
ing the fotms and ordinances in our own. 
They Who have their ſuſpicions, or even a 
ſtrong perſuaſion, that many things i in them 
are wrong and ought to be reformed, may 
till have ſubſtantial reaſons for not Jeaving 
their ſtation in the uren , and” Wil ventur ure 
* to name for ons, th the impoliibility of their be⸗ 
ing in 57 ydegre lo l in — ” 
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'* The ele ee 
aſtoral intercourſe of a miniſter with his pariſtiioniers, 
t there is another. ſort: of uſefulneſs perhaps of no 

leſs i importance, which: would be totally defeated, were 


he clergymen above deſeribed to reſign their "cures, 


and which I cannot better expreſs than in the words of 

the maſterly writer of the Letters to a Member of Par- 

22. liament above quoted-·· Though this avowal of the 
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 who-would have boy „* 
the church, unleſs he is perfettly. convinced - 9 

| 11 15 
dalle hundreds'by'(wch' cen 1 —_ 
wre io et, aud füment ce pe e A;, 


7 


oil Probably ten che Hufferet , chat 7 
dende to den at the' conſequences 
| = ſell⸗denial, but bende eit future = 


to providence,” Such 


F . 
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7 dome wich great ale fm choss who- are 
not to be at th the 'expenice'of maintaining the — & = 
_ outcalts,” But hae” may beinone I 
ef their concern; it certainly would become | - 
= candor and their chen ts "Oy == 23 
Jun OY 2: 4 54 . nen 9855 : [4 po: 


at vi ris 
yet dne is a 


0 Duo creo, 1 
at the preſent time, to preſerye his influence in the - + + 
f e The adverſary. of reformation. would be os 

- ** glad to ſee ſuch e proof of our ſincerity ax would RR...” 

y our weight ; , but he is not entitled to W Mis 

e Indeed all the clergy may be con. 
1 as priſoners in a common dungeon. The bn, 8 
——— toon „ 

40 the miafortune. But what ſheuld eint ee 
22 fellow under ſentence of the law, who had gf 
I betrayed his companion by a want of Ipirit to relill, | 

| - + Wand then inſulted his misfortune, from « * of oY 
2 ” Letter vii. p. 44. 


6 v (i 9 
the provinces in which theſe honeſt ſepara · 
r equally; uſeful, though not ſo 
Lat and well-liking; as cheꝶ are in thechanchhk 
of Logland 41 Dh SEE een OR 
2 yiporng u Alan W 404 pits. 
jo It would lock inyidious.gto/puriue | 
” ject as far 28 it would lead us. Whether 
theſe rigid caſuiſts are orthodox churchmen, 
l Aiſtenters, che dilemma might be 
hroughk home.to themiglyes, by. appealing. to 
facts, which the candor; gf: ſome, and the 
want of information in others, may have kept 
in eee not the way 
to ſow thoſe grains of allowance (pardon the 
quibble chat might bring forth the amiable 
fruits of mutual forbearance, which all of us 
| IE e Ls has; « VS 14 132 | 
5 the mean . the fact f is, Gi 8 
bers of "our brethren remain in the church 
(whateyer their motives, may be) who have 
very different conceptions, cee her 
eſtabliſhed doctrines, and the f by which - 
the law obliges them Wee eee, Conet 3 
theſe, or at leaſt a majority of them, Tam 
rſuaded." they may do much more ſervice 0 
in their reſpective ſtatlons, in 2 hundred in- 
ſtances, Where neither the church nor the 
ſſtate would interfere with them, than they 
can do harm by their —— or than 
115 can do good by ſeparating from the 


church. And to n T FO. Da 1 


2 


Pe e "ke . 
© ding" that our ſuperiers Will in ne ing t 
be convinced, that ſo much of our church 
yen s is worth ſupporting, will never „ | 
hurt by being eſtabliſhed n 1 
conditions. | 
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odjeRin made to the chriſtian religion; _ 
account of the untertainty of its dies: « 1 
they are differently repreſented+by man enn 
nent divines who' Have undertaken to pin 

13 This objection Was tlie ſubject _—_ 4 
te correſpondence! between” two perſons, 
one of whom the objector] bad taken his 
| iexs of the uoaninjey of th Jeve-and'rib 
hometans, chiefly from the accounts given of Ib 

proves in TOI hiſtories-of Dr 'Lagycelob 
Addiſon" Lan Sir Bot 913 Mr. B00 a WM | 
of EK: 4 fo F #Þ erdingitiind IRE, 6 

The eoncluſton is ſo Rttle connefte@ with 
che premiſſes, and ſo evidently founded upon 
1 that it is not Worth a other: 
confotation, than a bare- reference dn een 
111 5 2 (lt 2115 102 . 12440; it 42 authors 
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id an Fate of eue, * 
verein il contained an enadt account. of: e 5 

_ ſecular and religious. The other, intituled, The frft „„ 
7 of Malumediſm, or an Account of the Author” ang ny 
 Dottriner of that 2 | 
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: oa eric of more har A 
obviate 4 poſition. of à div : 
country, (which the objector 5 brought by by, 
way of ſtrengthening his argument) vis, that 
it was not neteſſary that chriſtianity. ſhould 
continue in che ſame ſiate in Which the 
* apoſſles left it.“ This ee 
mean, that it was nec 


4 doch in the Lag and Sad of 7 
chriſtianity, as appears from the ſcriptures to 
be ' utterly. inconſiſtent; with the deſign, as 
well as the. purity and fimplicity af that gra- 
cious diſpenſation ;- and muſt create the ut ; 
molt uncertainty among thriſtians, what ſoun- 
dation they ſhould have for their * * 
what rule for their manners. 
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in 2 lin ae are e explicit an- 
ter: * ſhould, be returned to the elbe What 6 
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*.; Biſhop RE hath Kia of the ever metho- 88 
rable Algernon Sidney, © that he ſeemed to be 835 


* a chriſtian in a particular form of hig own.” 
1 an; of: Spun that this, may Ne of 


% 


: it might have turned out, that; 
1 his opinion: this divine philoſophy, imbibed 
= and planted in the mind, by the ſtudy of the 
1 ſcriptures, was ſufficient” for Glvation, - a- 
ſhip, or connection with a viſible ue an 
opinion which differs very little, if at all; from 
that which im ports, that church memberſhip . 
is not e e to and wh 


3 . of 2 * 1 
14 EE WEL HAS r 
2 8 4 ES 146% 1 We ® "4 ln - * 2 . 1 yy 7 
nen ABC 19:4 „„ 


. a 19 . 0, f. foi 9 55 | F A, 1 52 
＋ P. 18 sf the follo ediriba of ws. 9 5 


"WY. 4 ; | 


"S 
1 ; 3 2 
#51 outs * by * * 45 1 & <a © 


3 „„ 
that juſt. before his death, *. 
7 — — rw . 3 


* * 


the, hear, can hgh and = 
ver. „Theſe divines ..0f . Gr, 5 — 
„ ànd it 55 


been no cafy matter * - i 


x Cy 
* = 
K * 0 
5 


| 22 8 2 written creed, that would have 
5 Tn ; e gave ae — 2 . 
5 . by dhe divine, eh in bis mind; —©@ 

and died a 2 chriſtian after a ſum & his own.” „ 
| Algernon Sidney might poſſibly pay ſome re» 
. gard, to We gre ne ig of his noble 
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any regard, might eſtabliſh all che ſuperſti- 
tions of an idolatrous worſhip)" At tis pleafure, 


tion of his government. Makiomet” lkewse:. 


Where he was acknowledged as the head ß 
it, to eſtabliſh what rites, and doctrines he 


of, impoſing them upon the people Who ad. 


nothing in the dodtrines of any of theſe re- 


power Wert 22:14 2446 „ 
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but the ſpeculations of 2 few philoſophic 


multiply the objetts of it, and"preſetibe the _ 
belief of dodtrines ſuitable to it, whetiever Ke 
found it more convenient for the admin = - 
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being the author of à new ſect, had 2 right, 


thought proper, and to inforce the obſerva- 


FP penalties he judged 


might de molt effe&tual for "that purple. 
The popiſh magiſtrate too,” rejedting the rip. 
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tures as the rule and foundation” of his ela- 


bliſhment, conſiſtently enough affümes to him. 


aus traditions, and idolatrous ceremonies, and 


* 


« * 


92 3 E 1 t 
mit his authority, py whateyer Kind of vid. 
ns only nous TO Toy a nth Foam (3 1 ows 
lence will beſt anſwer his ends. There "is 


+ -bgions 


1 


— <> 
esse er te Hue zg ad 


98 t he ger 75 4 2s e . fil ag 


41 Ie 


tis ne 12 —— erefore is 
in his ſyſtem. of religion any effential ;; ag 
tion from this rule, an attempt to bring it 
back to its acknowledged foundation, can be 
no derogation n to his authority, Which * 
 pothefs, is none” when hie adopts 4 different 
rule of eſtabliſhing ds 1 his'own' 
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_ * Lam aware, Gans. 8 writer, *.of . 
4 ſtrength. of all thoſe Political pleas for our. 


. forms, which proceed upon the ſtrange / principl . 


that the magiſtrate has 3 right to conne& himſelf 
with that ſect of religioniſts which happens to be 
3 in order to carry on the-bulineſ@.of ge 

* yernment with the greateſt facility. I call this prin- 

5 | «« ciple frange,, not as ſeeing it in che ſame ligbt wich 
eur opponents; for their view is conſiſtent enough, 

© They conſider the magiſtrate as determined in/favoyr 

*' of one {et of opinions, by attending only to his poli- 

« tical intereſt, or — EINE whe conſider him, 
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ligion, fy ny voy ney deal when * 
ee, in ad or kis argument,” that it is 


more abſurd in ito felt, or Morg hurtful tb 
ei or wore fatal bo the caſe of piety 
Lind virtue, thin many of thoſe which have 
e been aftually maintained > gia oh ann 
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not only e en a religious bein 
is to be determined in favour of iruth bxn doi 
moral intereſt, Upon! their view any religion is en- 
4 tituled by its majority to his alliance; but upon wt 
i chriſtianity, mult be his choice if he be & chrilline "as 
. he will anſwer for that choice; arid the Bible 6 
* muſt be his ſtandard, if he be a proteſtant, (or in 
| 249 Gther words, has declared againſt the interpretations 
«« of men) and would wiſh to be conſiſtent,” Letters, &c. 
ut Jupya, p. 33.) The author of an Ey on Eftablih- 
ments in Religion, ſeems not to have had the remoteſt idea 
'of theſe obKgations of che chriſtian and proteſtant ma- 
: giltrate;* His ſyſtem was formed on the Plan of the 
Det / Alliance, in which the cf ur, and its 'wtthiticr, 
ere ſubſtituted for ruth and the bible. But it did not 
fo well become Dr Balguy to paſs by this conflitutibnal 
view of the Briiiſh eſtabliſument of religion in Hence, 
_ as: theſe excellent letters were publiſhed ſome motiths 
before his memorable charge was delivered; It is not 
a compliment to'a particular writer in a high ſtation, 
chat will excuſe this eontemptuous diſregard of ſo-im- 
portant a wag ha * is ſuggeſted in 29 et 
above cited. | e 
. * * 
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4 . and 3 * 
| eftabliſted by men who called mne a 
tian nagiſrates; and who have 
had the power of doing ten thouſand 
more miſchief with them than could-be done 


opinions the ſober con- 
Likes, e liberty to 
poſe and. rejet, without the peril of loling 
life or limb, or being excluded from the rea- 

 fonable and u mans (EB ſubſiſtence. 


op- 


But this i is not the hn to 
Ws ſubject. While Dr in Dawſon's 
excellent Letter to the clergy of the archdea- 
conry of Wincheſter, and the no leſs excellent 
Pla of the Petitioners ſtated and vindicated, 
remain unanſwered, no competent judge of 
the controverſy will envy the author of the 
difcourſe which occaſioned theſe two tracts, 
the complements that may have been paid 
him, as the finiſher of the debate, and the 
_ irrefragable champion of the PROTESTAN 1 
CHURCH OF EN GLAND. | . 
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On the Duty of at 
5 the obligation of 


: 


4 


3 
community. Among others, che province 
of choſe who hade been appointed to in- 
ſtill the principles, and to cultivate the 
influence of religion upon the minds of 
the people, has ever been eſteemet 
eſpecial importance. Such an order of 
men, to fulfil their 


FRE OS oo SCOOT Rs SR | 


| connected with r of every Tir"; and 

ſtation; and under a particular phligation 

to recommend the EEO of virtue, and 
i ents: of ſocial. Wench: "wa 

inci s and conſide ration: 

; which go:deeper, thay. th — 

of temporal rewards, or the terror of 


preſent emen havye been found to 


k. F, AN lotet wr I 4 2 = I 
Batzolla eoiub ods nader (Hobiflut viigtw | 
5 urns been, the general, 


| nook almoſt the -univerſal notion of the 
utility of ſuch a body of men as the 
Marr. even fe, wh as religion, and civil 


HHS 


for the very 


ee ae a will 5 „ 


diſcordant chan chis theory, when ci =_ 


pared with - the corrupt practice of an- 
cient governments in the uſes they made 
of religious inſtitutions, and of the men 
who officiated in the FR miniſtrations 
of them. WW EO. THEE 1 3 | 773445 any SAY 

nige dil 03 231 og ads Ho aff 


The miſdons of God compriſed de 


whole Jewiſh ſyſtem, both of civil and 


eccleſiaſtical polity, in the ſame code of 
laws „ without any confuſion however, or 


any interference of either department 
with the other. But though. theſe pro- 
vinces 'wete kept ſufficiently diſtin& in 
the infancy of the Hebrew republic, yet 
in proceſs of time, there were. conſidera- 
ble deviations: from the original. plans! El 


may be ſeen in the ſerip 
this people, inſomuch that in the A 
of their national 1 and 1 e 


„ 


„% -- 
che reſpective provinces of their civil and 
_ eccleſiaſtical magiſtrate were ſo confbun 
ded, as not only to obſtruct che courſe f 
civil juſtice, but likewiſe to preclude all 
the real benefit and edification which 
was originally intended by the inſtitu» 
tion of nnn „ 140 „ 


17 J FF 5 Tiry 


The id e were 08. 
ble of the political uſes to which their 
religion might be adapted, that they't took | 


* 7m. v. 7 For what happened after the Captivity, 
foe LOWMAN' oa the civil govertiment ef the He- 
brews, p- 235. I homines [Levits ſe. ] ſummam po- 
teſtatem nacti, rempublicam quidem ditiſimam maxi- 
mamque fectre, ſed ipſi i inter ſe, dum de imperio, ho- 
noribus, gloria certabant, divina et humana promiſtua 
habuere. Ita nihil ad pietatem modeſtiamque illis ſanc- 
tiſſimum nomen religionis profuit, quos ex ct 
civium communione ſelegerat ſibi ſepoſueratque em 
Deus, uti inter ſacra ceremoniaſque procul ambitione, 


etatem agerent. ure De 9 Hebr. Lib. 1. cp. 
xv. p. iii. 


| tion ond conan of the —_ and other 
religious miniſters, in the uſe of it, and 
preſcribed from time to time, ſuch varis- 
tions in the public ſervice, even with re. 
ſpect to the o of public wor 
| either the exigencies of government, 3 
the 5 MINE ” the pe | 
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miniſter, a better ſort. of religion this Te 

. that of the Pagans,” could not be taught - | 
upon, any permanent principle of truth 1 

and erst as the principle could not „ 
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2 from the preſcribed. methods of 
, his office would have been 
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himſelf treated as a factious and ba- 
I diſturber o of og 2 e 
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© * Cum multa divinitus, Pontifices, a majoribus e 
eris inventa atque inſtituta ſunt, tum nihil præclarius, 
quam quod vos ceſdem et religionibus deorum immor- 
talium, et ſummæ republic præeſſe voluerunt; ut am- 
pliſſimi et clariſſimi cives rempublicam bene gerendo, 
pontifices religiones ſapienter interpretando, rempubli- 
cam conſervarent. Cic, pro Domo. initio. P. Manu- 
ius, i in a note upon this paſſage, would have us believe 
| this was more than a complement to the Pontiffs for 
the time being; and that it had been ſo from the be- 
Sinning. But Manutius was a zealous papiſt, and 
by this means, got a precedent. for his. own pontiff's 
temporal dominion, Dr. Potter informs us from Plato, 
that the ſame was the caſe at Athens, and moſt of the 
23 cities. . In Egypt,“ ſays the ſame learned 

„the Kings were all Prieſts.” Arch, Orac. 1564. 

| = 1. p. 203, Hence ſome have imagined, that Mo- 

| ſes, Exod; xix, 6. borrowed, the idea of a Kingdom of 
| Prieſts, when the Iſraelites i in general ſhould be ſo far 
beyond the Egyptians in dignity, that every man 

ſhould be a Prieſt, and every Prieſt a King. In the 
LXX. it. is Bari, lep uu, a Royal Priqfthood, the 

very term uſed by St. Pater, 1 Ep. ii. 9. and appro- | 

RINGS to his fellow-chr itians, - Won pallage, taken 


along 


7 
Pa ; ? 
| * N 5 8 1 ; 
; 3 7 5 3 
* 14 


4 GAY 8 £ » + Þ 8 
g „ CLE 6 75 # GO CS3443£35 HE C 
r x; fi $054 HAIR 142434 30 


- 


as n as the — go err we nts, * 
quently: in the hands of the ;ſupreme! ; 
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. n that, few: i 6. carinos; kite 
applied to Chriſtians in the ſame reſpects as; it was! 
to the Jews; as hath been well obſerved by. Crotius, 
who. ſuppoſeth it to allude to the privilege every I. 
raelite Had of ſacrificing the Paſchal Lamb, vithout-- | 
the aid of à Levitical Prieſt. Many wild things have: 
been inferred from this text, by enthuſiaſts of different 
denominations: nor have men of more learning and 
| ſobriety been of the ſame mind in their interpretations 

of it. The Popiſh Commentators, and ſome alſo of 


our own elder divines, have been ſuperabundantly cau- | 


tious, that common Chriſtians ſhould take no encourage- 


ment from this text to encroach upon the clerical po- 
vince, derived, as they ſay, from the. apoſtles. But let 


the civil magiſtrate look to that, ſo far as forms and 
among us may lawfully derive from this text an inter- 
nal independency, a ſovereignty of conſcience, with reſpe& 
to what he hath to offer to God, whether matters of 
faith or worſhip, and in this ſenſe, EVERY CO” 
TIAN IS HIS OWN PRIEST. To. 


'E 8 3 N 
of which would be, an implicit * 
to his will, not only of the prieſts and 
miniſters of the lower orders, but of the 
body of the people; and this, being the 
product of a flaviſh fear, would leave no 
room for the exerciſe of reaſon and liberal 
reflection, and conſequently no diſtinc- 
tion in the mind of the ſuperſtitious re- 
ligioniſt, overawed by his reverence for 
the eccleſiaſtical character, between 'the 
genuine principles of piety and virtue, 
and the dictates of impiety and ſenſual 


appetite, when either happened: to . 
the objec. of * Wee nſtituti 


»„(—(— 


Concerning the High · prieſthood among the hea . 
thens, the fact is out of diſpute. Dr. Prideaux informs 
us, that at the time that Menelaus purchaſed the High 
prieſthood over Jaſon's head, 2 Maccab. iv. 26. „the 
High- prieſt of the Jews had then, and foe ſome ages 
e paſt, the ſole temporal government of his natio1 
« firſt under the Perſian, and afterwards under che 
* Macedonian. * er e we p 
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our bleſſed Savibür found the "rai me 
both of the ym and Gdiitiles; and Con- | 
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161 % a id. 1. 1 is an a anc 08 5 cha 
the learned hiſtorian' there makes; iz. . tat che teas 
«+ poral, power: was derived: from the King, and the = 
e eccleſiaſtical from divine authority,” It is plain the 
whole compounded power was purchaſed of the King, 
and the corrupt purchaſer would without doubt, when 
js the eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem. ſabſervient 1 to the politi- 
ee any ſeruple, And it is probable that, for 
this purpoſe, many of the arbitrary traditions men- 
2 in the New Teſtament, (Mark,vii, 4. 8.) had 
their beginning in theſe times. The idolatrous eotrup- 
tions in the Jewiſh worſhip, were of earlier date, an 
| the effect undoubtedly of the ſuperſtition' of their on 
' monarchs,” who had the prieſts under their command, 
and by ſome means or other, influenced them to em- 
ply wich cheir idolatrous rites; and when che comſeien- 
tious part of them refuſed to conſorm, they appointed 
others of different tribes of a more pliable diſpoſition, 
See 1 Kings, xii, 3 1. xiii. 33. 2 Chron-#i, 14, 13, M. 
9, 10, 11. Dus there was another clas Ae ho, 
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n without any, or at leaſt with.a 
very ſmall portion of its proper influence 
upon the human mind; nor is it at all 
wonderful, that his divine commiſſion 
ſhould imply, that religion could not be 
reſtored to its natural and original energy, 
otherwiſe than by putting the preachers 
and miniſters of it under very different 
obligations from "Woke, a n cheir 
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under the political managements of their wicked Kings, 
were zcceſſaries to their corruptions in the weigbtier 
matters of the law, as the time · ſerving prieſts were in 
ritual worſhip. Theſe were their Prophets, the preach : 
ers of moral doctrine among the people, as well as meſ . 
ſengers of good and evil. It appears from the hiſtory 
of the Old Teſtament, that the prophets. were conſi- 
dered as Counſellors of State, even the true prophets - 
to their good Kings. And to this uſe likewiſe were 
their ſalſe prophets put by their wicked Kings, as ap- 
pears from the hiſtory of Ahab (1 Kings, xxii. 2, Chron, 
 xviii,) who had no fewer than four hundred of them in 


Jewidd! a 2 Geneile ape. 
chem. he en 1 ohn e ien 
nt os] noch in han . e, 
Aric ec as our Land came into 
the world to bear witne/t unto" the truths. 
and to preach and propagate the goſpel 
of truth among people of all 'ranks and 
denominations; without any regard to 
the carnal prejudices or the' political in- 
tereſts of the powers of this world, He 
choſe his preachers and miniſters” out of 
a ſort of men who were ſtrangers to the 
intrigues and refinements of human po- 
licy, and who, though they were full ß 
would be the more eaſily weaned from 
this prepoſſeſſion, in conſideration, that 
perſons in "their low condition,” and of 
their ſlender accompliſhments, could forẽůmͤ 
no very ſanguine hopes of being much 
more diſtinguiſhed, or much better pro- 
vided for, in conſequence of any national 
| | q 7rrohution; than they were en 
ent 


— 
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feat! ſituation. Their adherence to this 
miſtaken expectation ſo long, appears to 
have been occaſioned by their ſuggeſting - : 


to themſelves, © that, being choſen by 
Jeſs: to be his diſciples and intimate 
;, in preference to others of more 


| eminent talents; they might have preten- 


nenen eee ee new 
kingdom, to which they could not have 
en proving the government of any 
perſon with whom they had no ſuch con- 
nection, and from whom their ſtation 


and circumſtances ſet them at a greater 
diſtance. They were, however, eaſilyx 
to underſtand, that they were the com- 


panions, not of a triumphant, but of a 
ſuffering Meſſiah, whom the powers of 


and-cruelty, and in the event with capi- 
tal execution; and would be much ſooner 


reconciled to their diſappointment, than 


men —— converſation and acquain- 


this world would treat with contempt 
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authority, were entirely 
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The preachers of che goſpel were not to 
ſtay for the permiſſion of civil governors 
to enter upon their) province, or to take 
directions from them what doctrines they 
mould teach; or at what times or places, 
or under what reſtrictions. The maxim 
that God, in theſe” thin 85, War tobe 
Agel, and not nan, was a full exemption 
from this kind of dependence. And leſt 


£23 # 


this appeal from human authority might 


give. occaſion 1 to figmatiſe ther with the 
imputation of factious and Tedirious| de- 
ſigns, their commandment was, to be the 
s of — 15 Mg recommend the word 


| agceptance. of 


444 


innocence r 3 * their — * 
tereſted charity, their unwearied dili- 
gence in preachin peace and love, as 
well as truth, and finally to hen by ther 
example as well as doctrine, that the 
| to which they were employed * 


to 


* 3 


churches in the prefeir 
may be called the ſucceſſors: of ie a) 
U ey certainly ſuccecle them in 
arg of cheir obligation,” chat is to 
in the obligation to preach the word or 
God in truth and in fincerity,” una we 
by the powers of cls world, and unin- 
fluenced by the hope or fear df preſent 
reward or puniſhment ; che ſame” w 
which Chriſt himſelf preached, And His 
— Ufriples have recorded, unadulterated 
with ein f. ubtile refinements and fictitious 
comments of vain” and intereſted men, 
and without any other reſpect to the: or- 
dinances of man, than as. tend to 
promote the common 


chriſtian brotherhood, a 2 1 oy. 
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5 1 s ne. directen we. beg en 
' warned. us; of the conſequences 
g ſhamed of bim, or, of Hit word, 
= of the fate of. timid, Lotbfal, and 
table ſervants, His 1 His apoſtles con: 
tinued che ſame. admonitions. | Let a man 
e; of ut, ſays St. Paul, a- of, the 
HT &f. Chrif, aud uns of the 
_ K * ee it is, * 5 
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Res nulla habet myſteria, hoc eſt dogmata.. vel pre- 

” cepta-quze non omnibus ipeulcari deheant, Vocantur 
tamen myfteria, vel reſpectu iltorum hominum qui ante 

| patefagi, evangelii | vixerutit, vel reſpectu illo- 
rum, qui tum quidem vivebant, ſed ſuis vitiis atque 
przjudicatis opinionibus, aures obturabant quo, minus 

audire atque intelligere poſſent. Wetftein. in Maith, 4 

ali. 11. See The Apology of Benjamin Ben. Mordecai, 

Y for embracing „ Lett: Vii. p. 16164. = 
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of the preſent world, 16" far as they iri- | 
sed with hls proſpect of fnifhing bir 
courſe <vith joy, when he ſhould be called. 
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ſecular views — 5 
aug poctances, f with its nobler 
2 and and with what evil. 


* the earlieſt times of its eſtabliſh- 
ment to this hour; whoever, 5 ſay, re- 
As upon this, can hardly be _ 
of the. difficulties. that myſt beſet. 
- incumber the conſcientious miniſter 0K 
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* * the ſuperſtition of the Pagans 


much as by the hypocriſy and a 
policy of the conductors of the project, 
it became extremely difficult to diſtin- 


Sui the genuine principles and doc- 


trines of the chriſtian diſpenſation, from | 


"the arbitrary, fictitibus, and idolatrous 
ordinances which had been impoſed upon 
the deluded people under the maſk of 
apoſtolical tradition, and conſeq 


— authority. 
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could, of itſelf, hade operated: inaſ- 


uently of 
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all ſtations nat of al degrees to their 
dictates and ordinances,” were wholly, ow- 
_ Injg ao the ignorance of the people in 
1 een of what: was ee 
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4 contained in the holy ſeriptures, they were anſwered 
by Cardinal Cuſanuy,, Seripturas non a RSSE, ſa 
BENE ESSE Zæeleſia fucere, Tanto dignius: verbum Di 
tradi, quanto ab omni ſcriptura remotiute; E xplicandam 


ſeripturam efſe juxta currentem ecole/ia ritum, gu ſens 


tentiam mutants, Dei etiam j udicium mutetur., Sei 
Dan. Gerdes Hiſt. Evang. Renovat . tam. bp. 800 he 
cites. Cuſanus's 1th epiſtle to the Bohemians, Heideg · 


ger, Hiſt. Papatus, p. 180. cites the ſame words. And . 
Dr. Bayle, Article BALDUS, Rem, (L.) has more | 


_ the ſame purpoſe from theſe epiſtles of Cuſnnuss and 
, adde, I love this plain dealing. Mr. Sercac, in his book | 


atit tuled, 7 ack an * to * has many. ine. 
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Wen de 3 the Conseil of Bh de: 
that „ they would receive no doctrine which Was not 
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| 441 1 

2 ů— 
ſtandard/ of whatever was to be taught 
ee cs . 
exerciſes of 1 and. chriey, with 9 


tares among the popiſh writers,” But Yieſe nantes 
are moſt of them poſterior to the d i of the refot- 
tation, and many of mem to the Countil of Tren; 
what is here propoſed is, to ſhew the ſehſe ef the 
church of Rome, when the was in full fectrfty, aud 
| in no apprehenſion of being attacked, as ſhe afterwards = 
was by Lurhry and his followers. Du Pleſſis, . 
 Jnig. progreſſion 62. fays, Mundotum Caridinali Cufatid 
wt per litfras bot amm (the anom of the Huter, 
nullum dogma extra ſacrain ſeripturam admittendum) 
rontunderes, 80 that we fee the doctrine above · cited 
was not Chſanus's private opinion, but the ſenle of 
the Council, Du Plat cites bther palſhges row thele | 
taxes of” Collide; we dn den LEDs 
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3 
laid down in Holy Writ; but not wick 
the preciſion neceſſary for all occaſions 
| and exigencies;-that.it was refore pro- 
per, that a diſcretionary power ſhould 
be tru d with particular. churches. in 
matters of this ſort,” under eee 
. — An St. . 8 A | tall 1 


1 


| 2 l v2 Ps 8 1 112714 
8 There were, e mong 1 


> m0 who foreſaw where this diſcretion- . 

| ary power would end, namely, either in 
 uſurpations of undue authority, or in 
petual feuds and conteſts, concernin | 
what was. decent and erderly; and ory 4 
remonſtrated accordingly, ſtrongly repre - 
ſenting, chat as ſoon as men Should you 
| vuiate from the ſimplicity of primitive 
. worſhip, and the moderation of Apoſto- 
lical Government (of both which they 

aſſerted, there were clear and ſufficient 


under che pretence of ae e unifor- g 1 
uld impoſe the ſame fort of © 
JC ] ( „„ 
3 1 * Flociue F ag ever he may have. ſufered,; i Nay * 
his reputation for oppoſing Melandhon' s conceſſions to 3 5 5 
th Komaniſis in matters of this nature, was neither ' 
n ebe Gngular n his e. „ 
events. be e or to, ſand alojs in the, *; 5; ; 
| Malandthon wiſhed. to have. Biſhops eſtabliſhed, 1 „„ 
ae there, could be no. eccleſiaſtical | ley, vich- | „ 


| in matters of dockrine. But \ — 

Wo nile probability there was of this —.— ins. nn. I 
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ö dee Ni. (that; 4%: He. [Melandthen}, could” ne ee 
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Gn the b 0 r 
dug for it,” 1 777 Bev ulld 
Maland bon Letters to Camerariur, Epilt.. I. 4-99, 
104, 106. et alibi paſim. Aſter ſome trial, he was 
obliged to give up his projet. ibid. p. 836. Melanc- 
von was likewiſe for retaining a number of popiſh cere- 
monies, as adiaphorour, or things indifferent; at the 
ſame time he acknowledged, that, upon Prone 
priviciples, they were marks of ſervinty. Thricus 
was not the only one who oppoſed him in this 


matter, How unwilling particular proteſtant churches 


| wire is Enid inte this" propoſal, eppes Nom ed - 
epities 'Mrlanithon and his " coadjutors wrote 16 the 
churches of Nuremberg, Stitin, Hamburgh, the Marchi 


of Brandenburgh, Manifelt, und Francſ1rd, And to 


may the truth, the caſuiſtry he made uſe of to reconcile _ 


either to his judgment, or his ingenuity, VI. Epiſt. 
J. i. p. 92—108. Lond. 1642. His defence again 
Ih rica, (ibid. p. 134) is, in ſome reſpects, even pitiable. 
He is driven to ſay, that he was not always in earneſt, 


e 2 5 | | | he 
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theſe people to his Adiapboriſiun, does no great credit 
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* was 3 PN to 8 The fac 55 that this 
doctrine of Adiaþboriſm cauſed'a Sonder able deleaion, 
from Melandsbon and his party, After the dtüth bf . 
wer, when Melanithon, according to Mehl, madd 
2 more open profeiion of this Abäkrime; than Hs Vet 
tured to do in 4urterts lie- Nas. Quit quidem oma 
eliciebant, fays Heſbuls, ut vo C6 prince 


patom inter Theeloges Luthtranos benente, 'beclefits 


pacem ſllam, qua ſub LUTHERNO un wet, athitterst, 
atque multarum et acerrimaruin turbarum, et Mies 
tionum ſcena quodammodo fſieret. uur, Hut. L 
Helmſtad, 19643 p. 6y5- Tho certain conſequences odr 
all. trimming expedients, which Luther abominateds 
Mclan1hin has been much cormended for his meek 
and healing ſpirit, and Grimu- ſays he infuſed it inte 
bis diſciples. Melan@honir ac Jobannis 4Arndi: dileigus 
los ferme videas bonds ar lenes 3 contra GCaloini aſpes 
A et takes duales in makimam parters bumani generls © 
Deum eſſe ſibi imaginantur Vn. pro Pace: ed, Lond; 
e '»Grotiuz, who had his uſe for e 

lente concefſions in favour of popery, had n great 
N in ſetting him beſides the rigid Gai, 
e e 
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that was er benny. 1 nor oY in . . 
body of the Ca vinilts in thoſe , ns. 3 
cui, Lug. Bat. 2643, pr, 50+, 


off, Meſhrim's character of Melanmbos is worth no- 
ties. Mortuo;LUTHERO, .PHIL.: MELANCTHON 
caput- et princeps Theologorum eccleſiz Lutherane 
fiebat, vir ſine dubio magnus et egregius, verum La- 
rhero, multis rebus inferior, maxime vero animi robore;/ | 
fortitudine-atque auctoritate. Mollis enim erat, pacis 
et tranquillitatis præter omnem modum amans; a 
dus, potentiorum indignationem et iram formidans, 
denique is, qui amorem ſibi quidem et benevolentiam 
ecotuparare, non vero · novarum rerum et ſententiarum 
anRtores, terrere atque metu in officio eontinere atque 
comprimere poſſet. . . After which ee, 2 
eteds to relate, what ample. conceſſions b 

Dave made to the church of Rome. — — 
dJonbtleſs inexcuſable for his intemperate zeal; but 
= knows, to what. cancalions . "uo ee 


N ; 


attempts to account for Melanct bons ö in ; approv-. : 
ing Ga/vin's dealings with Servetus, he comes but poorly . 
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. hae aj he would have gone towards 6 
Arie ith the whole Interim, ſtep by lep, Ha w; 


out” of all meafure, ſtudious of peace and tranquility, 
9d had he, from that propenſity, accepted of the 


11 is not unreaſonable to aſk theſe queſtions, . if we only 
" ech6idee," that Melan2hon thought the authority 99 


Jour of the Pope might be ſubmitted to on certain TO 


un dene and with a reſerve to Tack 

clearly pr det in the holy ferip- 
tures.) dee, p. 655. The queſtion would 'pf&- 
ee Vern, who mult be the judge of this clear- 
1 nſwer was obyious, He: who! was ac- 
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| Interim, bat would. have become of the. Reformation? 
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emion of their popiſh ad verthrles, wich- 
out much 2 Wick chair moth ot - 
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One inſtance of this we have ig Baris, Piaionars, 
PF” of -Lotieliue, Abbot. of Seller, in the county of 
Hauew. who openly gfiabliſhed the prateſtant religion 
in his monaſtery, and. in all. places depending upon it, 
in. the year 1543+ Ses his — — Mr. Bayle. adds, 
Iotichins was the pringipal-cauſe, of the , courvgions 
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.of the, e of God, 


. 


x proteſtant, churches. Nor i is 
that our own. church 
empted from an evil which 
its ſour ce in the common affections 8 : 
pon the particu- 
e complaints 1 ſhall not 
to ſee 
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ies and-ermbarea fan tas 
lay in the way of a faithful - miniſier/of 
che goſpel, to Biſhop Burnet's” excellent 


on the Faftora! and the 
conſiderations the fame v 


Prelate on the ſame „in the 
eluſſon '6f the Hillory of his ov" 
And theſe things 


2 Ant e of temptations, which: we 
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of the word. of God, hall be * tu 
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"Pd whatever t terms, or 1 W 
eee receive our office, if we take 
it upon us willingly, and of a ready mind, 
we ſhould conſider ourſelves as under an 
_ indiſpenſable obligation to that heavenly 
' maſter whoſe ſtewards we are, prior to 

any ſtipulations with any particular ſo- 
ciety which calls itſelf chriſtian. , No 
ſuch ſociety, indeed can, upon its o. 
principles, juſtly require either more or 
leſs in matters of religion, than our ſove- 
| reign head and governor hath preſcribed 
in that, revelation. of his will, which his 
providence hath handed down to us in 

the holy ſcriptures. To this doctrine 

the church of England bears her teſti- 
nony in ſeveral of her ſolemn forms, 
and in that reer, by which our 
office is conferred... 
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in N 2 to be inf 
| enced | in our public miniſtrations, by the ö 
hope of pleaſing, or the fear of diſplea-- 8 
ſing the powers of this world, muſt. ſub- 
ject us to an account which we cannot 
think of giving with joy and ſatisfaction, 
if the Apoſtles of Chriſt have faithfully. 
and truly ſtated the conditions on which | 
150 ee their commiſſion. 10 50a 


Fi * 5 


h a as 4 farin l in „ 

ing the goſpel, are the qualifications up- 
on which the Apoſtle Paul chiefly values 
himſelf, and theſe he oppoſes: to fle/bly 
wiſdom,: to hypocriſy, to merchandiſmg or 
trafficking with the word of God, and to 
a view: of pleaſing men, or what: he. calls. 
preaching himſelf ; commending himſelf, as 
he expreſſes it, o N man's an. 
in "the be fight * Gs: 175 5 


Wat 4 a meant 5 4 * 
could hardly be made more intelli n 
„„ . 


by words, than it is aid this contraſt ; 
and yet, ſtrange as it may be thought, 
there are men among us who ſeem to be | 
very unwilling to underſtand it in this 
plain ſenſe; inſiſting, that it is an inſuf- - 
ficient principle to Jaſtify vide teachers 
or hearers, when, in certain caſes, it 


comes in competition with human autho- 
rity, which they think fit to ſay, takes 


place of all private convictions, (even 


ſuch as ariſe from ſtudying the ſacred 


Wu under e 8 e of | 


for this doctrine may wen een of 
the advantages they derive from it, it is 


_ doctrine which no chriſtian and pro- 


teſtant church, that 1 - know of, hath 


hitherto ventured to avow. It is taken 


for granted in them all, that whatever 
forms of doctrine of human compoſition 
have been received among them, as ſtan- 


233 


were . 


that bring Nag they could never _ ” 
intend to exclude” their rn from „„ 
mon ee at the Riſtoration of King Charles I. 75 
: has been called in "TO and LI our ſome | RS | 


7 cabs. 7 
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Por we YOu Ai better evidence” © 
the limitations put upon human autho- | 
| rity in matters of this nature, in 1 
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their view rather to diſtreſs the Diſſenters, than to con- 
form the liturgical. ſervices to the terms of the word of 
God; and I own there is a note ſubjoined by Dr. 
Nicholls to their Preface, which ſeems to give counte- 
nance to this ſurmiſe, * Tt is inconceivable,” ſays the 
Doctor, „what difficulties the Biſhops at that time 
„had to gontend with about making the alterations. 5 
0 They were not only to conquer their own former re- 
« ſentmenti, and the quick remembrance of their Jaffer- : 
© ings, together with the unreaſonable demands of the 
«« preſbyterian party, but they had the court to deal 
1% with likewiſe, who puſhed on to all acts of ſeverity, 
«« but were willing to let the odium thereof lie upon 
© the clergy. And by the management of ſome great 
« perſons then in power, the minds of the epiſcopal 
« clergy, and zealous conformiſts, were ſo wrought 
«up, upon the talk of theſe alterations, that the 
% Biſhops who were concerned in them, ſound it a dif- 
es fieult matter to manage the temper of their friends,” 
Thus i is but a poor defence of theſe Biſhops, It repre- 
- ſents 
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| ſents them as, 5 n ere the captives Af their 
_ .. own reſentments, and the tools and dupes 0 of an ini- 


Auitous and tyrannical court, and tends to induce a 


| Cuſpicion of their inſincerity in making thoſe alterations 
which were eſtabliſhed wich the reſt of our liturgical 
a forme by the Bartholomew act. It is but reaſonable 
however, that the Biſhops ſhould be heard in their own pb 
cauſe, and thus they plead it. Having thus endea- 
'66 youred to diſcharge our daties i in this weighty affair, 


Y « as i the fight of God, and to prove our ſincerity. 


therein (ſo far as lay in us). to the conſciences of all 
, nen; although we know it impoſſible (in ſuch va- 

« riety of apprehenſons, humours , and intereſts, as are | 
«in the world) to pleaſe ; all; nor can expect that men ö 
of factious, peeviſh, and perverſe ſpirits Tthould be 

„ ſatisfied with any thing that can be done in'this kind 
& by any other than themſelves; yet we have good 
hope that what is here preſented, and bath been by 
"2M the convocations of both provinces with great dili- 


4 gence examined ang approbed, "will be alſo well ae“ 


"Ol 1 Fane and. 
F r 


4% | 
che congregation at large) prays, chat 
their loue may | abound, more and more in 
. and in all Judgment, to the end 
that they might approve, or try things that 
are ; r excellent oy that is to to ſay, that they 5 
might be able to judge in what re- 
ſpect things that are excellent 3 from 
* of inferior value.” en een 


e ee 3 


were not then, any more than now, — 


be acquired otherwiſe than by examina- 
ow and by e e the A. that 


4s were 
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1 truly conſeientious fons of the Anh of England.” 71 
" Preface to the Common Prayer Book, When men make 
ſuch ſolemn appeals to God for their /ncerity in his 5 
fight, they riſque too much of their juſtification upon 
3 ſuture judgment, to be ſubject to man's judgment in 
this world: I ſhall therefore only remark, that if they 
Were really ſincere in this weighty affair, neither their 
on reſentments, Weng 
RN 
* — i. 9» 1. =2 
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And if this 1 
chriſtian, much 


more: does it = „ 
the goſpel out of the 
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where our, o]ͤn n and r 
arri dne 6M 


; Aut, expoſe. the credulous or indolen ; 
teacher to the ſentence of the ſlothf 
vant who hid his Lo rd's im ruſte 
to him for the purpoſes of improveimaad) 

when the Lord of that eme cometh 
 vn@rockoueth vim in. 


271 2 


4 
2 wes 
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ker dhe foi i of he Lord is wks 
fame apoſtle, there it liberty. And by 
plain conſequence, where liberty” is not, 
the ſpirit of the Lord will not be. The | 
man who gives up His ſpiritual liberty, 
taketh unto himſelf other impure ſpi: its, 
with which the ſpirit of the Lord diſ- 
dains to aſſociate; ſuch as the unmanly 
e of NOT _ e Vous 

| | of 


adulation, che ſordid abs er jar 1 1 

the dominétring ſpirit of ambition, ant 
too often the corrupt and contagious ſpi· 
rit of 3 pleaſurs. e 915 58-4" : Io 
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- It is e ee be uche that they 
who! undertook to eſtabliſh Proteſtam 


Churches in different countries of Europe | 


by civil ſanctions, ſhould not have | 
a little more attentive to the nature anc 
| genius of” the chriſti an religion, wWhicl 
| their own principles, if adhered to, would 
have ſuggeſted to chem, was then che 
moſt efficacious, when profeſſed and prac 

tiſed with its native moderation, and in 


its native ſimplicity. Thie beginnings of 


the Reformation were indeed attended in 
all cheſe countries with great difficulties, 
and violent ſtruggles with powerful ad- 
verſaries. But calmer times ſueceded, 
when, if due regard had been paid to the 
healing d dictates of COTS bs of 


avoided, which give a ſerious read ow : 
Rn ns en _n — 


441 


The vil e dne * ws 
_ proteſtant religion, ſeem, in their provi- 
| "_ SEES order in their m—_ 


. of he, A prev == 
ſuppoſed a more enlarged toleration of 
private. judgment, would have produced. 
They did not foreſee that the eftabliſh- 
ment of one ſyſtem of doctrine, and one 
mode of worſhip, with ſo undue a pre- 
ference, and ſo many ſuperior advan- 
tages above the reſt, would neceſſarily 
_ foment. thoſe diviſions which they inten- 
ded to avoid; and drive them at length, 
in their purſuit of an ideal uniformity, 
Dito [thoſe very unchriſtian meaſures of 
cCercion which had been the objects of 
their abhorrence in the church of Rome, 


neon. * * 
r 
888 


ven us a more diſtin view of the mit- 
eſſors, ſome of "which; 
ike N been rectiſied. Bur - "8 
more ſtill remains to be done, and it is 

to be feared will remain, till the civil. Oe. 
| feel the inconveniences of cone © 3-4 
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1 edification by political o. 

| bras wh which prevent even the ſlate 5 

from receiving the benefits: that a mare” 
due e 0 of che ay: 
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os enter not into che e controverſy; | bow 


far diſſenters may. or may. not. be juſtified 9 
in their ſeparation from the eſtabl Ret 
church After the ſeparation of the pr HY 

2 church, of England from that 
; EE. 


| "Rome, there een never to have been 
any controverſy of that ſort. The com- 
mon juſtification of us all is, Let every 
nan be fully, perſuaded in his own min ; 
that being preſuppoſed, the ſolidity 
of any man's reaſons for his nonconfor- 
mity, cannot be eſtimated by te politi- 
cal rules of any human, .eſtabliſhment” 
ra 0255.20 03. diene YI OTE 
"Our . wy WY let 3 it not . faid, 
that the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church 
are attached to it by ſecular motives only. | 
There may be a political diſſent, as well 
as a political conformity. There may be 
among us, conſcientious and liberal- 
minded men, who are diſſatisfied with, 
not to ſay diſtreſſed, by the bonds which 
their full conformity to the legal eſta- 
bliſhment lays upon them. Different t 
men may be affected by theſe, in differ 
ent degrees; and all who feel the burden, 
N not only . but ought to ſolicit 
* , | relief 
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elief from ; * N 
thoſe who; have anna 


| give it. But it will not follow fr 


from their 


not immediately obtaining ſuch relief, 
that every clergyman ſo circumſtanced, 
is obliged to quit his ſtation in the 
church, and to ſeek his. ſatisfaction in 
ſome other religious community, or his 
bread in ſome other employment. In | 

caſes of this kind, turn which way you” 
will, there are difficulties too ſubſtantial 
to be got over by every man, and too 
| important to the man himſelf, to be ſub- ; 
mitted to hows judgment of others. ” 
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9 hater ſeruples © or | anxieties. a 
conſcientious clergyman, may have! in the 
courſe of his conformity to our preſent 
church eſtabliſhment, he has one .com- 
fort, namely, that he is not precluded, by 


any circumſtance i in his more ſolemn ad- 


miſſion to his office, from making full 5 


proof of his miniſtry, in the moſt ſub- 
Rantial and 3 important Parr; of it, accor- 


3 


ding to che awful diredtions he has in 
the holy feriprures. | 55 


Let him lock round wi ak he 0 
ſee calls and occaſions for his vigilance 
and his labours, upon which His churce!k 
puts no reſtraint, of far more conſe- þ 
quence both to himfelf and the public, 
than his attention to thoſe inconveniences 
which muſt incumber, in part, all reli- 
giolis focieties of human inſtitution, or 

haps to the end of time. | 


' There is nothing which more evidently 
proves the divine miſfion of the apoſtles, 
than the exact deſcription they have gi- 
ven us of the laſt days which were im- 
mediately to precede the cloſe and con- 85 
ſummation of this worldly ſyſtem. As 
we approach nearer to thoſe days, We 
perceive all thoſe evil habits and diſpo- 
 fitions increafing among mankind, which 
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of perillous times, and which! were in⸗ 
tended as warnings to thoſe whole. 


vince it. ſhould be to apply the cor | | 
of the goſpel, to reform the principles „ 
. of that generation. of mens -— 
8 whom their lot ſhould fall. | Hot «7a 
1 © Theſe warnings v we: 1 in 1 che cbird _ 


chapter of St Paul's Epiſtle to Timothy, 
when the firſt heat of perſecution was — 
probably over, and when the freedom of ' a 
the chriſtians from the terrors of it, had 3 
left them no enemies ſo dangerous and | 
able, as their own irr kb 0 
y were given to Timothy, | 
2 preacher and miniſter of the chriſtian E 
religion, to awaken his cirs umſpection, 5 
tc qirect him to the beſt expedients c 


8 thoſe evils Which were 
- moſt, likely to corrupt the integrity of 
floe] che ſpirit of their 
5 1 


[ 5 


iſh” views and ſecular intereſts,” utterly 


inconſiſtent with that purity of heart and | 
innocence of life, which' 'were the princi- | 


pal diſtinctions of the chriſtian” 


hood. From Timothy theſe admonitions : 
have deſcended to us, as undoubtedly : 
they were intended to do, and it is in- 


cumbent upon us to make chat uſe of 


them, which a careful obſervation of pers 
ſons and facts within our reſpective de- 
8 90 1 enable 1 us to do, * . 


1 Our bulinels indeed as Es Pe 
res 18 chiefly with the particular congrega- 
tions where our lot is fallen; to theſe 


we are more eſpecially bound to thew 
_ ourſelves patterns of goo works, and; in 


our doctrine, to ſbew uncorruptneſs," gro- 
vity, finterity, ſound Heerh whith- cannot A 
ot * that 10 ſays the Ar 
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| religion, by the impure * of ſelf⸗ 
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1. is eaſy to ſee, chat, under theſe 

ral directions, many duties 


are compriſed, 'whick' various occaſions 
and incidents may bring into practice. 
= have reſpect to every ſort and every 

cans of ſeduQion, to which our reſpee 
557 flocks may be expoſed, whether from 
che proſſi gate corrupters of our — 
manners, the ignorant zeal of weak en- 
thuſiaſtic teachers, or the more refined 
ſophiſtry of thoſe ſubtle and deſigning 
emiſſaries, who would enſlave their minds, 
by bringing them under ſubjection to an 
Er and e ſuperſtition, 
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Te a religion of ſa great purity as 5 the 
chriſtian, would run the hazard of being 
totally neglected, if the nominal profeſ- 
ſion of it was not found neceſſary. for 
| | . certain political purpoſes, which however 
it could not be made to anſwer, if it 
were only to be profeſſed in its native 
ſimplicity: a conſideration that has given 
birth to a thouſand formalities in the 
different eſtabliſhments of it, all which 
may be practiſed without producing the 
0 | leaſt, emotion of that power, of godlineſs 
upon the heart, which was felt by the 


firſt conyerts, upon. the e of the 
apoſtles, | 
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And here | it is, chat is to o fay, it in our 
endeavours to revive this influence, that 
we muſt expect our ſincerity and perſe - 
verance will be put to the utmoſt teſt, 

It is an undertaking next to elperate, 
to attempt t to > bring back a x careleſs and 
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to our calling, and therefore to be under- 
taken at all events; and though in the 
progreſs. of it, we ſhould fall upon expe- 
dients that may grate upon the ſecular 
and political accommodations , to which 
ſome parts of our eſtabliſhed ſyſtem may 
ſeem to give countenance, let us remem- 


ber, that the wwi/dom which 15 from above, 
is without-partiality,* that it is our eſpe= 


cial commiſſion ta inforce the power of 
 godlineſs, and that wherever this is our 
aim, as it is always our duty, it will be 
of very little conſequence to our final 
e Ll 3 . 
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is Judaiſi? or = 
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jometiſin ? Whereas, were you to 
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| either of . ras N 25 
But this, is a reflection * > ; 
probably was never juſtified by a fair en- 
| periment ; and we might ſafely deny the 
dack, if the trial ſhould be made in rt 
Ur eircumſtances. E 


as to let us into the, private ſentimen 

of individuals among them, up n the 
ſubject of religion. We generally conr Wa 
tent ourſelves. with the accounts given af 
their · reſpective doctrines and inſtitution 
in their authentic books, che Laws of 


Moſes, and the Koran of Mahomet, and 1 


theſe, we ſuppoſe, | exhibit the uniform | 
ſtandards of their faith and worſhip, . But b 
were we to converſe among chem i in their | 
roſpective ſettlements, or where, the great: 
elt numbers of A reſide; ; with the 
5 Jews, | 
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3 moſt different feats are ſup 
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3 the authors cited by him. But partiqularly, The Apo- / 
oy. 87 'of Benjamin Ben Mordreai, letigr L P- 43. 
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N ſuon which they ought, frequently, to put. 

to themſelves. For. 8 evapge- 
5 liſts and apoſtles, way hen they are cony 

ſultes, furniſh us wich eaſy, Plain, and- 

; ſufficient, anſwers to every article of chri- 

ſtian obligation to which ſu ua. eſtio 

may be; ſuppoſed ta relate, yet by con 

mM ae wich men ans dene, har fol... 
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ductions from the ſeriptures, have 4 
no more to do with the genuine princi- 
ples. laid down in thoſe ſacred records, 
than the concluſions drawn by the Tal- 
mudiſts from detached texts of the Pen» 

| „ have with a unadulterated In- 
icutes af Moſes. : Ji no ot. ee, 
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ly impreſſed with a no- 
tion of the. neceſſity of what is called 
church communion, and of the 


| Kinaelf : to 3 a — of church 
to be inforced 


A preteritions, or perl haps 
by cenſures and penalties upon the un- 
fortunate nonconformiſt. And this be- 
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Je yrould, be hard to ny th 


* praiſe, nk he 3 1 to 
have it from thoſe who deſire to be at 

eaſe in the honours and poſſeſſions which 
| their mode of profeſſing chriſtianity, de- 


rives upon them, oa for whom it is fo 


4 convenient, that cutioliry. of thoſe 


| who are forward to pry into the political 
conſtruction of the machine, ſhould be 


effectually reſtrained. But whatever ad- oY 


vantages of the temporal kind ſyſtems ot 
this complexion may intend to produce. 


it is great odds that they have little coun- 
tenance from the dictates of chriſtianiry, 


_ whoſe genius and ſpirit are moſt com- 
| monly of a different caſt from the prin- 


_ ciples which give riſe to theſe lucubra- 


tions, unleſs there has been ſome ſtra 
revolution in the chriſtian republic; which 


hath determined, chat what the bleſſed 
Jeſus reproved in the Scribes and Pha- 
| riſces vith no little ern, ſhould now 


be 


t 1 


be not only moſt hi ghly AO among 
men, but have the Sonar ecke * les. 
ven into the oor 8 en in 
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- Whas 5 you inquire, what principle Ur 
'the chriſtian religion it is which ſets 
theſe men to work, you are referred to 
ſeveral paſſages in the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, ' 
where the diſciples are exhorted, to be, ef 
the ſame. mind one towards another.. "To 
ſpeak all the fame thing, and. to. be perfettly 
Jomed together in the ſame mind and in the 
fame judgment, and this, that there might 
be no ſehiſms or div 1frons among them. + To 5 
be of the ſame mind in the Lord}. To be 
all of one mind, 9 and the like. 
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cal dogmata in theſe paſſages, or to ſome other 3 


of diviſion among the diſciples, The pallage, 1 1 Cor. i 
10, ſeems to give the greate countenance to the inter» 

pretation which repreſents doctrinss to have been the 
ſubjects of this ſchiſm. But 48 it happens, 'the othas 
ſion of the exhortation is told us by the apoltle himſelf} 
| Corinthians" yaluing themſelves upon the — * Age 
nity of the miniſter by whom each, was converted. or 
inftruged reſpeckively. It would indeed have been 
ſtrange, if theſe' Corinthians ſhould have given offence - 
dy their differences i in matters of ded7rine, to the fame 
apoſtle who, v. 4, 5, gives Cod thanks ſor the grace that 
was given them in Jeſus Chrift, fo as to be enriched in 
him, in all utterance and in all lnowledge, even as * 


teftimony of Chriſt * was confirmed in tbem. Had Paul, 
or Apollos, or n encouraged. theſe dil 
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vbtrude upon others, their own compo- 
; tions abounding with ſo large mixtures 
of human inventions, as the ane 
pedients of unity, upon the 
church; I would, only deſire to 
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known to produce the perfect concord 

ſuppoſed to be recommended by the apo- 
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maintained their reſpective parties 
teaching different doctrines. But n 
not the caſe ; not to mention * vn ould 
5 = ſpecified in the cgurſe of abenſo 
particular doctrine w Th 1 
if that had been ,the mi 
Rom. xiv. and Pl Mere Mar ag 5 5 = defrs 
of preference and ſuperiority, ſeems to have been. th 
only occaſion of this « contention at Corinth, and no. 
deviation from the Gmplicity | of che e 
Bengelius well obſerves. that the eye! lo ae * 15 
v. 10. refers to avg, da dye, 1. 12. and to tha 
only, though the paſſage has been 3 al pfively applied * 
doe uniform pete, ofthe, e 
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„ deciſions and forms for unden = | 
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u Jentire Core quam ſeriptum oft ;- — adds, 
nempe | in hae Epiftola, verbis Pprecedentibus, Mea: 
1 ſuppoſe, {for to me this is not perſedly intelligible) 
the ſentiments / Paul had expreſſed concerning himſelf 
"hi Apollos. But Grotivs, well) obſerves,” ſeypunilas, 
iptum eſt) in his libris ſemper ad libros veteris 
eſlamenti refertur. And accordingly Bengelius, with 
| great judgment, refers back to chap. iii. 19. 26; where - 


two paſſages are cited, the one from Job v. 13. che 
== from Pſalm xciv. 11. both implying the deceitful- 


| zefs and vauity of human wiſdom, and to which it 1 
moſt probable. the apoſtle here alludes ; and; conſe- 
quently, refers. them to the. wiſdom: of God in the ſcripe 
ures, for the doctrines they ſhould eſpouſe, without 
reſpect to the wiſdom or the talents of their teachers, 
Some Rave conjeftured; that-Appller, who was [an cle = 
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ties in his away of teaching, not altogether agreeable to 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel. Act, xviũ. 24-7. 
ww Porſectas, hie vocat, in rebus linie optime ver- 
fatos.” Grot. 
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ſociety on this account. When chriſtiaq- 
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their reſpective provinces, the political 
greatneſs and Power of government are 
not its concern. It propoſes a much 
better and nobler end, namely, that min 
may lead ub and peaceable lives in all 


 godlingſt' and hotiefy + an end ſufficient for 


ſociety; an end which is ſeldom if ever 
atcompliſhed, where greatneſs and power 
are the Principal objeQs of government; 
which (if we may be permitted to judge 
from experience and examples) are com- 
monly purſued by ſuch” arts and viola- 
tions of the equitable riglits of ſociety, 
as are at utter enmity with n Je 
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= Dr. „ Blige 8 ' fermon at the 2 of the i 
Biſhop of Landaff, p. 4—This expedient of fathering ; 
things upon the ſcripture by way of ſuppoſition, is of n 

no little uſe to certain writers, who do not chuſe to 
unmaſk all at once. We have been told, that the 
immortality of the Foul, in a ſtate. of ſeparation from 
the body, nay that even the unity and exiflence of os. 
deity are taken for granted in the ſeriptures, taken - 
granted as truths demonſtrable by natural light,” Shall 
we conclude, as Dr. Balguy does with reſpect to church” 
authority, that men  conſult- the ſcriptures on the 
fabjea of the unity and exiflence of the deity, for. | 
what is not to be found in them? 11 not, to what | 
purpoſe the obſervation? An honeſt plain ſearcher of 
the ſcriptures may perhaps be ſtartled at the aſſertion, 
and not a little ſurpriſed, at the aſſurance of the man 
who ventures to publiſh it, not being appriſed of the | 
turn that is to be ſerved by an inſinuation of that ſort. : 
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the deity, are rather ſuppoſed and taken for granted, 
than expreſsly taught in the ſcriptures, - your faith will | 
not be put to the ſtretch by believing that the ſame | 
may be the caſe with the immortality, of the. ſiparate 
foul, or with Dr. Balgoy' 5 ſyſtem of church authority. 
It is indeed true enough, that neither of theſe are to 
de found in the ſcriptures, not becauſe. the ſeripture 
Suppefer. them or taker them for- granted; but becauſe 
they are the mere figments of human conceit, mani. 
feltly ſubverſive, in the one caſe, of the chriſtian dodrine 
of redemption, and in the other, of all chriſtian liberty. 
That writers and preachers, who want to continue an 
undue influence- over the conſciences. of. their fellow 
_ chriſtians, ſhould take theſe freedoms with the ſerip- 
tures, is not marvelous. But I muſt confeſs it gave ms 
ſome concern to ſind an ingenious and able adverſary 
to the doctrine of this ſermon, arguing, upon another 
occaſion, from Matth. xviii. 15-17, that «our Lord | 
took it for granted, that his diſciples would form 1 
d W and thas den Venn 
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« of an prone pv” exenmmunication. yould 
« be aſumed and exerciſed... We may therefore con» 
10 clude,” (days this wor thy perſon a little incautipuſſy] 
ec with certainty, that the great lawgiver and judge of 
« * chriſtians really meant that ſuch churches, with ſuck 
1 proviſions. and powers, ſhould be erected ; and w6 
6, * ought, to conſider; this as a ſufficient auth: Ks and 
| 1 even as equivalent to an expreſs injunckion to form 

them.“ 15 Dr. Prieftley' s Eſſay on Church, Diſciplines 
b. 120, 121, I am afraid. the worthy, Pager would | 
find it difficult to ſhew, that, 1his preſumptive, ijuns- 
| tion being preſuppoſed, Dr. Balguy:: s or even P. ope Cle- 
g ment's ſocieties are not as mueh intituled. to. this An 
tion, and exerciſe of the proviſions and Powers he mens 
ons, a as ſuch ſocieties 2s, he had in his eye. Having 5 
madg ſo. liberal a conceſſion in general terms, he. would, 
I am afraid, find it in vain; to confine Dr. Balguy to 
the example « of the firſt * of SO 
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ment no longer affect Dr, Balguy's ſyſtem of church” 
authority delivered in this ſermon, In his charge to 5 
the clergy 'of the archdeaconry of Wincheſter in the 
year 179 2. he profeſſes. himſelf the deferider, not only | 
of popery, but of eyery ,eſtabliſkment under heaven. 
| How conſiſtent this character of a catholic. champion 
may be, with that of a defender of the proteſtant 
church of Engl and as 1 lau eftabli iſhed, may perhaps 
appear from ſome conſiderations offered to the public 
in the fourth of theſe diſcourſes. In the mean time, 
our reformers muſt lie under the reproach of having 
diptged. authority once Mabliſped. 
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greateſt number of his friends and . 7 
vourers, and the moſt commodious means 


£ ” 2 2 & x + 4. 493 I. * 5, * 13 2 3 3 * 4 4 _ "7 
d - N k : 
1 9 8 0 
* 2 . 4 


ton 

45 

44 
%Y 


* 


E 118 


of exerciſing the particular art MOEN 
or _— on which his em n 

If we carry this idea Ne an dude | 
dual, to bodies and ſocieties of men in 
of their common cauſe, that its partizans 
be numerous and powerful, able to con- 
troul their rivals and opponents, and chat 
the, cauſe itſelf be ſuch, as, in caſe of 
ſucceſs, will derive upon its friends and 
abettors the ſeveral emoluments and ad- 
vantages, which are propoſed by thoſe 
way enter into ſuch engagements. 


A. 
- * 


The 8 Religion, on a the other hand, 
when it is applied, to that fort of it 
which we ourſelves: profeſs, ought, never 
to mean any religion but the chriſtian 
religion, as it is held forth in the ſcrip- 
tures. . To apply . the word Religion to 
the ſyſtem of any particular church or 

| ſect, profeſſing chriſtignicy e is 
to 
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to abuſe herein bail it 
to chat church or ſect in a ſenſe which 
implies,” that other churches or ſects have 
no religion. Whereas every ect or party 

has an equal right ſo to apply it, and 
the canſequence would be, that what in 8 
one church or ſect is for the intereſt or N 
advancement of religion, would be ae A 
eee eee m - . 
Dig wits. vd badi iA 10 3 
ede ts plnind-\ hure ſects, 
and ſocieties, formed upon plans of docs | 
trine and worſhip peculiar, to each re. 
Ne have, in their ſeveral policies 
10 ee with which. the chriſtian BET 
gion; as ſuch; hach nothing to do. The 

_ chriſtian Re oo Or 


one ren own right, py” pool own - 
title, to the kingdom of. n 35 nor '* i 
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wilt a plurality of profeſſors: of one' ſyf+ 
tem of doctrine and worſhip, compared 
with another. and eſtabliſhed with all 
the ſanctions and formalities which hu- 
man authority can give it, alter the caſe 
in the leaſt degree. For it is poſſible, 
many a man may be à good chriſtian 
upon the principles of che goſpel of Chriſt, 
and yet fall far ſhort of the tonditions 
of memberſhip preſcribed by any one 
particular ſect or ee of nominal cri 
. eh #919599); bas 
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1 intpoltbls to . of the! ite 
of religion among chriſtians, with any 
ſort of propriety, hen the word intergſt 
is taken for any temporal advantage, 
(which, however, muſt always be the 
caſe when the intere of a particular 
church or lect is meant.) ¶ The ſpirit and 
genius of chriſtianity! hath no tendency, 
nor affords any means or ae © 4 
cultivate * ſuch WO. | _ | 


—— ſenſe of the. words 3 | | 
_t ſay, for the intereſt: every man bas 28 in 
his future inheritance in the kingdom, of . 
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heaven, che words are anee more per- 
verted from the truth, and from cheir 1 
ral gente, ker this manner of hee; 
ing ſuppoſes a rivalſbip, where, the ſue- "6 
ceſsful: candidate exeludes his competitor 
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 Vndounted: 1 it 46th the glory, 5 
d, kbat the goſpel ſhould. ſpread far 
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and. wide, from one end of the Xt? to AF 
11811 1335 4735 35 2 I | 

the, other. But this, we find, en ds ir in 

the numbers af individuals i in every coun- _ 2 


1, ſect, and Party, who. ea. C ond. "15 
work righteouſneſs, without any regard to t 
che peculiar modes of worſhip, or ſyſt ſtems | ” 
ol doctrine of human device, which the 
denominations of religioniſts to whom 
ſuch individuals join chemſelves reſp pee 
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tively, may preſeribe or practiſe. All 
the religious intereſt that can here be con- 
fidered, is the perſonal intereſt that OE 
mafi has in the fruits of his religion, or 
in the recompenſe of his piety and righ- 
teouſneſs ; which if you ſhould call the 
interefts of religion, or, as the ſtate of the 
caſe requires, the i ret of the goſpel, 
you abfurdly ſubſtitute the means for the 


end, and berome abis rely N 


ble. iss 


* am very ſenlible, chat men 4 eg 
very early to talk of the honour and cre- 
dit that accrued to the chriſtian religion, 
on the rapid progreſs it made, and the 
numbers that were converted to it, and 
s hence might eaſily enough adopt the no- 
tion, that this honour and credit ter= 
minated, ſome way or other, in the in- 


terefts of the chriſtian religion. It is poſ- 


| üble too, chat ſome countenance mi ight 


be given to this notion, by ſome expreſ- 
ſions 
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in the ſeriptares of cho daes rens. 
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L, for example, talks of -becom- 
ing the fer vun all, that be mig he gain 
the more, and mentions his conforming 

in ſeveral reſpects to the Jews be 
7 and to the gentiles without the 
that e e ſome of bot ren 4 


* 


* 1 
«4 «7 þ FR * 15 1 - RY 0 R ; 4 5s 1 2 * 
0 14 22 #4 bh F 0 4 47 . 4 F 


55 1 73 EC 


The lc is, to what theſs EY 


converts were gained? As the apoſtle . 
conformed himiſelf to ſo many different 


 forrs of profeſſors, the inference has been, 
chat he complied with the fingularities 
of theſe various characters, in order to 


"gain the greater numbers to, a und kü 


N to n tenets" of the 


- 
Raich, CCC 
N 5 l 5 
"7 . 7 4 


9 * ” * 4 
F F277. : 4 1 I 

9 E bs * rere + 3 #4 * 8 1 0 * — 
441 1 . „ © 5 4 8 4 + : 


124 
was, or how could the chriſtian faith be 
intereſted in theſe gains? The chriſtian 
faith was what it was, whether many or 

few were gained to it. Neither could it 
tage from the number of converts to it, 
nor be impaired or diminiſhed, either as 
to its truth or its importance, though its 
profeſſors had been ever ſo few. And 
therefore the apoſtle, meaning moſt pro- 
bably to obviate this wrong apprehen- 
fion, varies his expreſſion in other paſ- 
ſages, and at verſe. 22. ſays, I am made 
all things to Ow that 1 gert wad 
yn"; 505 L 26/03 
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fiboation of the perſons ſo gained; in the 
ſalvation of individuals, not ag men 
of a ſeat, but as members of the ad 
vided body of Chriſt, He ſpeaks indeed 
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himſelf from Preschiag e goſpel, but 
this we find ends in his being partal 
of the goſpel, that is, of the benefits ”Y 
the ener with” chem e 
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in 22a {- 641113401 BE 
e Ades of intereſt,” as it ſtands, For 
any temporal advantage, is indeed/utterh 
fiſt ut wich * Wen * e. 
ſays, Pure religion and aug be * Cot 
and the Father, i is this, to viſit the farb 
tf and widows in their affliftion, and to 
a e rr un Ihe world. + 
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What are the gau or che n ok 
chis ſort of religion * Nothing, but the 
final acceptance of the religioniſt with 
God hereafter. For theſe are all nr 
duties, from which, fo far a the: prac- 
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tiſer's,; religion is concerned, no infereft 
ariſes but to himſelf, and that an intereſt; 
5 only in future. aids ui obs. bott.ow ail 
trationd 547-1021 1c ton adi 0 
The Greek 1 is here, tranſs 
lated religion, properly ſignifies warſhips, 3 
and ſometimes indeed the public worſhip 
of a particular ſect; as where the apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks of the Jew's religion. A4 
vi. 5. But St. James takes his, deſc Ms 
ion of religion out of Al relatior 


places it in a practice, to which, ' perſons. 
of all ſects. and churches may, conform, 
without. any. help. from, or reference, to 
the ritual inſtitutions, by which his ſo- 
eiety is diſtinguiſhed from the reſt. And 
in this, St. Paul perfectly agrees with 
him, where he ſays, He in not a, Jexw ho 
is, one outwardly, neither is that circum 
ciſion, which is outward in the fleſh ; but, 
he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and cir- 
cumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, 
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only add a few remarks upon a  fingle | 


text of ſeripture, Which ſets forth che | 


means as well as the end of - profeſhy * 
che chriſtian religion, and may eher 
terefts- of: it conſiſt, ſo far at 


that all nen ſhould be ſaved, and come to 
the knowledge 
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of being ſaved, and ——— goo 
mary objec of the will of God.* By the 
truth is here meant, the dotrine of the 
ſequence is, that the more of this/knows 
kdge any man-acquires, the better he ig 
eee to work out his nr abi 
r wt = bbs yviao 
11 is PI vil of C God . abr this 
truth ſhould be known to all men, ta 
men of every claſs, and in every ſtation. 
And in order to its being known to the 
extent chat the will of God intends it 
ſhould be, che apoſtle in another epiſtle | 
exhorts the Theſſalonians to pray, for 
the preachers. of the word of God, that 
it might have its free courſe, unmoleſted 
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—— and ſchoolmen,.. raſa: 
„ collations New, Teflements, 
in the, year 1504, and publiſhed it 
in 1605, This an/aus relates chiefly 46\the.reQifying - 

ae lese Latin, by. comparing is with the original | 
Greek. , Eraſmus males great uſe. of this work 4ois 
Annotations, and though, he frequently fiads fault with = 
 Valle'vinterpretations;| he does full juſtice to his merit, 
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civil, as well as eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, 
and in either caſe will equally end in 
civil tyranny. According to this great 
authority, our ſupreme civil magiſtrate 
muſt be a PROTESTANT in truth, as well 
as in name. It is upon that conſideration, 


this the important truſt is committed to 


him. And his ſubjects, if they Would 


reap Wer full benefit of, this proviſion for 
their ſecurity and happineſs, muſt be at⸗ 
tentive to preſerve, not only the name 


and outward form of the proteſtant reli- 
gion, but the real uniform belief and prac- 
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and outward form, is to betray an indiß- 


ferne to all religion, and that, we ſee, 
prepares men for the external 
of any, be it popery, maho 
paganiſm itſelf, in one word, of any r re- 
or ſu 


„ 
9 
5K 
7 

* 4 * : 
* 4 + ji A WE: 4s : x b” ; as wa os , E £34 ? 4 $702 175 " 

£ 4 © E134 5 E XK 333 
„ . 3 „ AMIE TS Ps TEE $44 FI 4 „ ot 3 1 1 bs * i 5 


* 
* RED 144 2 2 . ny OLE . 1 . ——* 1 105 4 N 9¹5 2 7 * 


—— Pe 1 
* 
1 Fo 4A þ Þ . 4 F 5 oF 
1 - ; : 7 * ; „ : 1 r 
/ f « 
Pe ) 
_ 
* * 
4 
4 
1 2 
* 


F p 7 
F 2 Fe 3 . 
® * ; „ 4 4 i 4 « * ot 1 
. ot TH 7 O28 
a 8 4 „ - 
3 * 


— 


5 4 
2 


1 


eminent man, and his noble audience, 
from the ſervile maxims of theſe modern 


retailers of eccleſiaſtical polity, who, after 
all, would perhaps be che firſt to exclaim 
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che authority that impoſed them. Bu 
being conſidered, at the firſt, merely as 
doctrinal errors, and traditional qxere 

ſcencies, which might be reformed with- 
out revolting from the papal government, 
the extent of the Pope's authority did 
not ſo early come in queſtion. Luther 
himſelf, at the diſputation he held with 
Eccius and others at Leipſic in the year 
1519, allowed, that, ſuppoſing the church 
to be civile corpus, (which he does not 
appear to have controverted at that time) 

the Pope was oecumenical Pontiff.“ What 

he queſtioned was, whether he was fo 
jure divina? If nat, the reformation of 
corruptions, errors, and abuſes in the 
church might be reformed without the 
violation of the Pope's governmental au- 
thority. But if, on the other hand, the 
; ok divine. _ to the headſhip of the 
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on chat 'following occaſion. In the year 
1526, religious diſputes running high in 
Sermany, and the Emperor Charles V 
being embroiled with the Pophrand- at 
that time abſent in Spain, his commiſ- 
ſioners at che Diet then held at Spire, found 
it convenient to agree to an edit, import · 
ing, that until either a General, or 
* ational Council might be aſſembled, 
all parties ſhould. behave themſelves in 
6 their ſeveral. ſtations and provinces, 
© that they might be able to give a good 
« account of themſelves and their doings 
- boys to God and the pans Ne 
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by making them anſwerable only to God 
for their ſincerity in profeſſing it, and to 
the Emperor only for their behaviour, as 
obedient and peaceable ſi ubigtge of the 
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© bute to the ſupport and dignity of the 
1 Emperor to the utmoſt of their ſtrength 
and ſubſtance; but deſired, that their 
« preſent diſſent nc not be ill taken, 
as this was a matter which concerned | 
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afterwards they broke into parties among 
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% arming,. and entering into treaties, not only with 
% one another, but with foreign Princes for their de 
fende. rr e 
and a much greater ſubmiſſion was due to the _ 
ef the Expires: n Princes were ſoverei 

% their own: terfitories,” and the Hans n 
« free States.” Hifts Refarm. vol. iii. p. 1 18. ed. 141.96 - 
But the Emperor's pretenſions, as we are informed by. 
Bodin, went far beyond this puny ſovereiguty over Ger- 
many. It was made a queſtion among the Civilians, 
As ſunt haretici gui negant Imperatorem Cermanicum 
univerſi terrarum orbit eſſe dominum. De Rep. I. 1. ch. 
ix. {- Mii. Of this opinion, it ſeems; was the famous ; 
Lawyer Bartolut. This was ſecuring the Emperor's 
authority in religious matters with a witneſs. I have 
not Bodin's book at hand, and take this particular from 
Verdenbagen's Synopſis, p. 327, which ſays nothing of 
the extent of the Emperor's dominion, but only laments | 
the abuſe of the word here, when applied to ſuck 


. e queſtion; the ſoye- 
ao 0 e 


4 172] 
of the law, exactly correſponds with the 
idea of the proteſtant religion exhibited 
in this nenen of HE eee f 


1 


6 


— — 


reignty of the Princes of Germany, and, according to 
his Epitomizer, ſays, * if theſe Princes had the rights 
of ſovereignty [majefatir] abſolutely, there could 


an chat juriſdidion, they mult give up this pretenſion·- 


IA. ibid. ch. xxi. and in the preceding chapter he con- 

ines them to much fewer privileges than Biſhop Burnet 
aſſigus them. However, that the Diet itſelf had no 
authority to controul the Princes or the free cities 
within their reſpective juriſdiQions,. appears from this - 
very proteſtation. The edi& pretended to preſcribe 
hom they ſhould or ſhould not receive into their re- 
ſpective territories, and ſome other things which ſeemed 
to encroach on their peculiar prerogatives. To which 
chey anſwer : -Qnod autem preſeribant, quid ſuis if 
populis mandare, et quas in ſuis ditionibus ferre debeant + 
lager, ' valde ſe mirari, praſertim cum ipf minime int © 
paſuri, | quis hoc invicem apud eos tentaret, The re- 
maining queſtion then is, what power or authority 


theſe Princes and free cities had of eſtabliſhing religion 


within their own territories reſpectivelß ? Now the 
foundation on which they claimed this authority, in- 
wa E | | 
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dependent. of aps Empe or Mt the Diet, was, that 

religion is a matter avhich conterns. the eternal ſalvation 

| of all nen, i. e. of every man, conſidered in his perſonal 

capacity. Aecordingly, che ſubjets of theſe Princes 

 reſpedively might, with equal reaſon, plead the me 

Privilege gainſt chetn, in caſe any of them ſhould,. 

upon examinitig the ſeriptures ſor themſelves, find tea - 

| fon to diſſent from che publie eſtabliſhment; Tube 

Princes, we ſee, in this proteſtation, pretend not to ela- 

 - bliſk any ching, but that the ſcriptures" ſbould be 

taught in purity and with! perſpicuity, This they 

might probably think was aſter ward ſufficiently. dorie 

in the Auguſtan Confeſſion, and they mitzbt at that 

early period imagine, that their authority reached to 

the impoſing this confeſſion on their people, as. the 

pure and perſpicuous word of God, and che requiring 

alſo an aſſent to it of all who ſhould become parties to 

their religious league. We hall ſee hereafter what our 

King Henry VIII. ſaid to this. All this however Was 

overthrown by Melancthon at the diſpute held at Leipfe 
in 1541, when he ſo well diſtinguiſhed between, the 

agiſtrate, and the govern- | 


#4 i 


As cas; 3 rule of faith «Kd 
Practice, the holy ſeriptures. Whi 
will nn. appear by a ſhort den of 
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ment of the church where Chriſt is the head, and the 
ſeriptures the code of laws. He there ſhewed, that 
chriſtians had a right of private judgment, which not 
only exempted them from the authoritative deciſions of 
Popes and Councils, of Emperors and Dieta, but from 
thaſe of any other civil juriſdiction whatever. Por ro, 
ſays he, pe accidit in inflaaratione ecclgſiay ut unus aut 
pauci privati renovariut doftrinani, et reprebenderint fal. 
usr perſuaſiones  Pontificum" es relipus muliitudinir gue 

domi nabatur, ut Elias, Elias, Jeremias, et Johannes 
Baptiſta, ab ordinaria poteftate; et à nultitudins diſſens 
forunt: But theſe, it might be ſaid, were extraor - 
dinary caſes, and therefore he adds, Et quidem manda» 
tum Dei de confeſſone defirins, cagit fingulos rette ſon- 
ljenter, teftari guad ſentiunt, et, ubi vocatis reguirit, 
contradicore muititudini et gubernatoribus ' errantibus. 
See his Epiſtles, Lond. 1642, p. 79, 80. I it ſhould 
be aſked who are theſe reds ſontientes, it is ſuſſicient to 
anſwer, They who prefer and oppoſe che pure word of 
God, to the artificial compoſitions of men. 


r ins } 

en the ti times when theſe foreign P 
were alerting their religious rights; 
ane, che enen and civil "WD 


wo 
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ann reign of King Becki ths 


Eigbth to the ſettlement under K. Wil- 
liam, the extent of che civil magiſtrates 
—_— l in matters of a 1 2 


| by differerit writers, lia though they 
did not profeſſedly vrrite againſt! each 


other, exhibited ſentiments reſpectively, 


which could not by any means be: recon- 
ciled t to N other. ns 
eccleſiaſtical matters veſted in him, by” 
an act of the tate; and though we may 
preſume he would not have taken pa- 


—_ 5 proteſtation. From, his. orn. ſubs». 
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C 
jects, bunined'; in ſach terms as that of 
the proteſtant Princes of Germany, yet 


the matter of fact is, that he was con- 
tented to receive it with this limitation, 
/o far as 1s agreeable to the laws of Chriſt : 

and with the ſame limitation it muſt be 
underſtood to belong to his | ſucceſſors. 
For as Biſhop Burnet obſerves, though 
theſe words of limitation had not been 
added, the nature of things required 
that they ſhould have been ſuppoſed; 
* fince, among chriſtians, all authority 
«muſt be underſtood to be limited by 
" 1 laws that n has given,” *. But 
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* Hiſt, Reform. vol. iii, p. 53, The . adds 
however, It ſeems the King chought it was of great 
advantage to him to have this matter ſettled with 
« any limitation; for that in time would be dropped 
and forgotten, as indeed it was,” which is only to be 
underſtood of this particular reign. For our proteſtant 
Princes ſtill kept up the diſtinction, by the words, next 
* * as in the ——_ of ug Edward's Articles, 
IG, | and 


* 
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and tie Ra added in "the reviſed e of 
Queen Elizabeth, K. Henry, however, acknowled - 
the limitation i in moſt denk! terms, wes  fixteen J 


ane wee as a condition of their —— him, 
* that the King would ſer forth the true doarine' of 
„r 4 according to the Augſburgn confellion,” he 
anſwered, : that he intended to ſer forth the true doc 
* trine of Chriſt, which he was ready to defend with 
« life and goods, But that he being reckoned ſomes | 
<< what learned, and having many learned men in his 
kingdom, he did not think it meet to accept at any 
« creature's hands the obſerving of his and hig realm ü 
« Faith, the only ground ' whereof retmaingth in the 
0 ſetipture. ? Ibid. p. 115. The Elector of Saxony's 
opinion of K. Henry was, that he was un impious man, 
« with whom he deſired to have, bo coratiierce. He 
% as no better chan the Pope, whoſe yoke he Rad 
«« throws off only for his own ends} aud thar he in- 
* tended out of the two religions 10 maks a third, | 
% only for enriching himſelf, having condemned the 
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tion, was never authoritatively dete: 

ed, except by particular acts wherein it 
was exerciſed, without however drawing ü 
* line where that exerciſe nd an 
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PREP ns 


ak. pagan erde aq 
pro hoſe evangelica defring habebat, gui nibil in refar- : 
mallone præſtitiſet, quam ut ſe caput eccleſia conflitueret, 
ad quod a Deo non eſſet vocatus, interim in pio, chriflia- N 
nos lyrannies ſeviat, ot fabitieſꝰ vivat, in omnibus de- 
nique rebus tantum ſua guarat commoda,—qua proprer 
5 boni ſe ab ills ſperars poſſe: dicebat. Lib. iii. p. 55% 
2. ſub anno. 1545-- One might perhaps fay upon 
«a = occaſion, Illiacas intra. muros peccatur et extra. . 
Perhaps che Elector did not ſo far ſorget his Duty as 
to turn perſecutor, but doubtleſs he and his aſſociates 
claimed ſome ſort of head/hip in eccleſiaſtical affairs 
within thelr ſeveral juriſdiQions, and particularly. in 
eſtabliſhing the Augſburgh confeſſion, in which they 
forgot their proteſtant principle, as much as Hepry 
forgot bis anſwer to them, that he would not receive his = 
Jaitb from ann creature, when he eſtabliſhed the Six 
Articles.. Biſhop Burnet ſays of King Henry, “ that 
4 he ſeemed to think his ſubjects owed an entire reſig- 
* nation of their reaſons and conſciences to him. #. 4 
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From the Re n to che Rerolu- 
tion, there was no expreſs law to exclude 
from ſuoceding to the cron of 
theſe: realms, / Tbe law aboliſhing the 
papal Peer, did aiotiniplhyifuach e 
church to the end of his life, perſecuting 
ſe, by vittue of his headſhip. w 
"OY e 
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1 13. 1 again, p. 1 133 « « The King afted ; mk if he. 

«had a mind to be thought infallible.” But the con- 
Kituttenaf limits of this Headſhip are not to be taken 
from the caprice and inconſilency of this King" « diſpo=, 
ſition. Nor. is it to de imagined, that. King Henry. 
himſelf was always unmindful of the reſirition under 


7 which it was conferred und el for in this when ; 


. we are oak to paper in + 4 colledin of | 
_ Records, No. 70, where the King demands ſcripturs - 
proof of the Articles concerning Extrem- bad, Con- 
 Srmation, Kc. „ FOTLEPY ens 5 0 ELL, 2 VALET LISTS 


* 7 * 1 1 


1 : F : U „ 23 
4 i ; 


88 


6 & } G 


thoſe particularly who took * e 


1 eee ee e 
the teapot apes our ſore- 
that of which the Pope was deprived at 


him. But this'is — conſiſtent 


ware one of the reaſons given for that 
depri vation, namely, that the Pope had 
no ade to decree: or diſpence with 
any thing contrary to the word of God. 
It 1s poſſible ſome of our proteſtant Prin- 
ces, particularly. Queen Elizabeth, may 
be thought not to have always paid ſuf· 
ficient regard to the above-mentioned 
 Imitations of het power in ccclefiaſtical 


| matters. This, however, (being perhaps 


one of thoſe tender points which the ex- 
chico of government required to be 


kept out of light) never catne to a legal 


diſcuſſion, * King s James I 's attempts 
. upon | | 
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in controverſial writings, from very * 1 
; 
times after the reformation, chiefly with 
l * : 4 


* 


the papiſts, The diſſenters alſo, or as 


they were then called, the puritans, fe. 

"nl ly brought the' ſubje&t into view, Þ — | 

in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth, Kin - 
I. and King Charles I. But weir 3 — 
in matters merely political, . 

| likewiſe obnoxious to thoſe Princes re- 1 

| ſpectively, their remonſtrances were over- 3 

ruled with an high hand, nor were ET 


ts ever ſufficiently attended to, „ 
; powers were unhappilx7 
involved in the miſchief occaſioned 3 
their too obſtinate adherence to the con- 
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V pon the hat of K. i II. 
While the government was apprehended 


to be 1 in ſome danger from the remains 
of a party ſo lately ſubdued, accommo- | 


thc 


Adations were propoſed, and conceſſions 


| made, in words, at leaſt, which bore 


ſome kind of reſemblance to the prote- 


tant principle. f But the government 
feeling by degrees its own ſtrength, and 
they who had fi uffered by the ordihances 
of preceding times, being in baſte to re- 
taliate upon the fallen party, all confi- 
derations tending to moderate counſels, | 
even thoſe ſuggeſted by e our common 
chriſtianity, 1 were ſuperſeded by the num- 
bers and 1 pirit of thoſe whoſe chief ob- 


jet was the humiliation. ef ho] 
from the eſtabliſhoent. * FU 114 een 
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EE T0 203: | 
| lathe progreſs of that reign} * * 
dhe ill effects of this miſtaken policy be- 


gan to be felt, when it was too late to 
correct 
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Obe it by che 1 666 nr; 9 ö 
expedients of a proteſtant government. 1 
The debates upon the bill of excluſion, .” 
and more particularly the arguments © 
uſed for limiting che powers of the ſues — 4 
 Ccellor in proſpeRt; in matters eccleſiaſtical, 
NN diſcovered the general ſenſe of the pro-: 
| teſtant part of che nation on this article | 
of the royal prerogative. Many reflec- 
tions occur on theſe remarkable incidents: 
in our hiſtory. Among others it ma 
eee they Who oppoſed both „ 
theſe meaſures, as offering ſome ſort; of . 
violence to our civil conſtitution, wer n 
{tov aware that the exceſs. of their g red. 5 
lection for a compulſive e ee in 
religion, had brought on à neceſſity for | 
ſorne reſtrictions of this kind upon a ſur -- 
| ceſſor, who made no ſecret of his attach» _ 
"moe to the political and eccleſiaſtical | . 
| | of the popiſh ſyſtem,” But 
Wat dhe viſdom of theſe cautionary 


N 
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3 . was e juſtified by 2 the at 
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practices of K. James IL it was then ſee 
and confeſſed on all hands, that what 
had been called w balſome feverittes, were 


equally iniquitous and deteſtable, whe- 
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1. is PREG means * * to our on 
times, that ambitious men are found to 
attach themſelves to che dictates of the 
ruling powers, even in matters aß reli- 
gion, without ſufficient regard to their 
Prior obligat oy to the Deen IS 
in every claſs, and in KA znd 
has been the infirmity- of churchmen 
as well as others, and was remarkably 
and ge lo in the "UN? of 1 K. 
Charles II. „„ 


ee PER tht: a * | 
the church of Rome were found to have 
no warrant or foundation in the:word ot 
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could dee be re- 
| | ſtrained to narrower bounds; than Chriſt 
their Head 


it, bur by denying 
that Chriſt is is the Head of the church. 7 
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N Accordingly, the eccleſiaſtical proceed- 


ings under the government of K. Charles 


4 II. being upon this Lern. maxim to- 
ally indefenſible, et ertai eccleſiaſtics of 
thoſe times ſcrupled not to anden to the 

| civil: „ an a 
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of them in particular * 2 . 

harmed to exalt the King's = 
matters of religion in ſo indecent a 

manner, (to uſe the expreſſion of Bi- 

ſhop Burnet) that he condemned 

© ordinary form of ſaying the King was 

hem PN eg 1 as a erude and 
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The doarine A in \ faſhion, though. 
carried to great lengths of extravagance, 
was indeed held and taught by othe 

more decent terms, but was however i in 
general unſupportable by any poſition- 
here: of that of this raſh Div ine. 75 


De Sdbivel Park. 
1 1 a / , i / 15 £4 a 
wraet, Hiſt, O. T. fol. vol. i. p. 696. 


: | | x | X x; - q 
ä 8 18 | <= IF 8 p : . g 
fk : : : ; n ; ; 
1 ; | 
: 
. ; 
85 | 
1 8 : þ 
' 3 | 
j 1 5 , þ | 
With the Headſhip of © f 
church. But this bold man, WhO did „ 
= want "abilities, ſaw 5 
| the connection, and E? 1 
I docttine Which intröduced 1 
5. * hip of Chriſt over his chuteh, ; 
«of interfering with the age . Mn 
, ; TE : * | 
| 1 © matters of religion and i | 5 
ö 2 4 fanatical * octrine, aud had almoſt | 15 
« perſuaded the Princes 'of E 2 
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was an enemy . 
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| binder chem from: eſtabliſhing what reli- 


Mary or King James II. to blame for in 

uſing their authority to eſtabliſh popery ? 
And how ſhall we excuſe our predeceſſors 
of the laſt age from the guilt of rebellion, 


who, in conſequence of their chriſtian 
and proteſtant principles, took the go- 


gion they thought would be more com- 
modious for their government than chri - 
ſtianity. And if popery ſhould appear 
to be ſuch religion, in what were Queen | 


* 


vernment out of the hands of the latter, | 


and ſettled, for all time to come, a ſuc- 
ceſſion of ſupreme. magiſtrates upon the 
indiſpenſable condition, that they ſhould 


name, and whoſe ſubjects ſhould from 


 thenceforward have a right to be go- 


verned in matters of religion, upon wiz 
7 e, and ne. N 
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be pratgſlant in truth as well as in 


. now . our + ee 00 


s founded -_ this baſis, and effec- 
tually 
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tics once expoſed it, it muſt be 


upon principles which would equally 
* the eſtabliſhment "of | EN Paga- 


religion under heaven. f 
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ze to the ee generation, and 
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you thonld  ingnilan. of: wills 
rials this general defence of all 'eſtabliſh- 
ments confifts, you wilt find it reſts hx | 
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hf 225 TOs 70 of reaſon i in \ religion. is to, 
| 0 be denied to the bulk of mankind, be. 
i, «owls they cannot. uſe it. It is ſcarce 
4 * poſſible to name or invent. an opinion, 
more abſurd i in itſelf, or r more hurtful, 
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47 „ The Jeſoit: Wadiague. was of hs SH non. 

« Ia Ades merito ſuſpecta eſe debet, in qua regula © cre. 1 

dendi plebeis oft impoſſtilic. Meaning, by illa fider, "= 
ES proteſtant faith, and by regula credendi, the holy ſcrip- 
tures. And his inſtance is, that no Plebeiani; reading 
the words aſcribed to Chriſt, Who/eſarver fins ye. remit,” 
Ke. in the vulgar tongue, can be certain, either that 
the words were ſpok en by our Saviour, or chat they 
are to be underſtood of a power to forgive fins. What 
| Eplſenplus ſaid to this, may be ſeen in his infwer, to 

Wadingus's epiſtle. But che Plebeian ſhould have ſome 

_ certainty. that his faith is ſuch as. ought. not to be ful. 1 

pected 3 how ſhall he obtain it? « By truſting in the 

church.“ fays the Jeſuit, . Excuſe me,” fas Dr. Bal. 

| guy, the civil magiſtrate is the only proper judge in 

«« this caſe.” Which of them ſhall we believe? Vid. 
Epiſcopii, _y vol. 1. part il. p. 97. * 1650. 
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— men, who) called themſelves | A 
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: 4 knavery of others, has too often proved . 4 
2 * fatal to the Power e of the ſtate, *_—There- " 
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* + The argutnent lands a There are knaves "= — 
fools in ſome parts of the world?” Ege 'the era 
or the proteſtant religion ought not to be eſtabliſhed, 1 
a 4 ut where there are no knaves or fools. Well, what 8 
is to be ſubſtituted in their ſtead, "where knavery . 
folly abound ? The anfwer is, Whatever religion the * 
civil magiltrats thinks proper. But how if” the tk 
magiſtrate himſelf ſhould be either u knave*& 4 00 0 
A mere Bagatelle, muſt the Doctor anfwer; . the „ 
te would fill be ſafe while'the)magilivdte had the — | 
| * ordering| of the forms of religion“ + Perhaps-not, © © | 
1 | Many a tyrant has been demoliſhed without any ad „ 
ow religious knayes or fools. True it is indeed; htte 
the proteſtant religion was fatal to the power of the 9 
ö Nate of our James II. But ſome people are ſimple 
| enough to believe, that the /aly and 4novery was they <7 
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| | Hams the vid 8 is che 
judge to what forms the 


the lee or Pl of, the reformed religion, that it 
been unſavourable ds tan. 
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. . This. puts one in Mid of what the famous Kas, 

4 Sin once ſaid to one of his correſpondents, when 

| use diſpute ran high, whether ſecular Princes might 
Hi dafur call general councils, or vl ther that power 
| was in the Pope alone. Non video 
i wel Ja - 
Tae ſaum labemus quam 1007! princi pos; qui ff er 
ala, not coleremus t et non ſalum Papam, oy Chriftum 
| min nogaremur, Jrevlart Pertſtae urgent. 1 ſhould 
| eee have 
point to our ingeniou 
mediately added an untveky reaſon" for this clerical 
| tomplaiſance, viz. Dla Peſriguit charitas, E omnir vl 


* 


— 


WE ; 55 4 i 
It 3 


o of * 


Oy e, Ea. Sylv, Epilt, $5. ad Goff. Sul. 


N e N 1 1 93 * ©» 

, R 22 F 3 6-1 1 tits n 

* © a 2 4 3 . DET 4 & 7 $1 i 2 8 
eee eee III 


to be known, ſhould, I apprehend, „ . 
before it had been determined who is the proper judge - 
of it 3. the rather, as men may entertain opinions, 6 @ 
which no human means can come at the evidence, and | 
conſequently, of which no mortal man can judge; and. Cl 
ſomething very like this is ſaick in more that one” aſs - 1 
. ſage' of ſeripture. But let us procede as Well Wu e 
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| _ can/with the materials before us. gu : | uh | 
| ® the<ſeriptites, "is abſolutely ON OPS =. - 
 * opinions We are noch debating” u polite k -Þþ 


preſuppoſeth the eſtabliſbinent of — 3 
 teſtant religion; and ak, why will net ſuck e 
tion be evidence of the ſubſeriber | 
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hem; "and baving obtained the ſubſcription, he is ſup- 
poſed to be ſatisfied, that the ſubſoriber's opinions and 
his own are exactly the ſame. But if we are to believe 
this advocate, his concluſion may be too-hafky../ There 
are ſuch things, it ſeenas, ameng even the; reſornied; 
48 fol and knavery, and that in ſuch abundance us to 
be too Fate fatal to the power of the dane, e 
laave may pervert them and The nagi- 
ſtrate therefore will want farther eviderice, vg. chat 
- there is neicher @ 0% nor a ies amen his fübürrl. 
bers; and how he will come at this evidence, it is ht 
poſlible to conceive, unleſs this advocate for reset 
can help him out. But this advocate is fadevd but an 
inferior hand at finding out evidenze of men's opitibotis: | 
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; Toleraticn of diſſenters from th pub- 


git neither . nor by imp | | 


is very plainly deduced from the princi- 
ples of the chriſtian religion, which takes 
the Judgment of private conſcience. out 
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of the hands of Human power, and poſt- 5 


pones it to che awful day When che 
195; Hain 23 pos. D OL Gage, 
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2 „ee TW Pls of 25 Satttioncl, Fa — 3 
2 the Miſrepreſontations in a late Charge delivercd ty 
u to the Clergy, of the Archdeaconry of Win- 
3 printed for Payne, Hingeſton, and Wilkie. 1773 - 
p. 46. A molt maſterly performance, to which no 
anſwer has been or can be given. 
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oi by which, he, is, 


upon the, chriſtian — — 


Ol laid 


ceedings. Lene 4% ariſe t. immediately 
from. the nature and genius of our happy. 
conſtitution, that I. haye Naß yet ſeen 
any thing laid to. new charge, 
did not include either an open or tacit 
reflection upon che original and — 4 
mental principles on which. our reforma- 
tion from popery, and the. Proteſtant 
ſettlement of our | civil government n | 
1688, have been; fo ahi defended by 


our moſt diſtinguiſhed 
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publicly nner even cal m. . oj 
niated, I do not knom why any honeſt 
man in any ſituation, public or private, 
* nen GOA a 


all ranks. By this ehumeration it will be eaſily per- 
ceived that the Petitioners deſire that the whole cauſe 
may be openly and candidly. referred. to the unbiaſſed 
examination of the public, and judgment given accord- 
iat to the merits. The title of this little piece Is, A 
\ ori V. jew of the Controverſy occaft oned by the C onfeſſonal, 
"and the Poltion to Parliamunt for Relief 11 the Matter 
of Subſcription to the Lirurgy, and XXXIX Articles of 
_ the Church of England. London, printed for + 1 
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bro No. 72, 8e. Paul 8 113. N 
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on the merits of it, whey; might aue 
"be e e,, 
= * and inadmiſſible, upon princi - 
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